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PREFACE. 


To the Rev. JOHN RYLAND, Sen. 


REVEREND SIR, 


Far reaſon of my addreſſing this to you, is be- 
cauſe, ſome time ago, you ſaid, (as I was informed) 
in a barber's ſhop, that © You had prepared a pill 
for WILLIAM HunTinGToON ; and, if that did not 
do, you would give him a ous.” Soon after which 
your little Body of Divinity” appeared, which I 


took to be the Pill; and, after that, © Antinomian- 


iſm Unmaſked” fell into my hands, which I took 
to be the threatened Bolus. However, I could not 
help ſmiling when I ſaw your Maid's name affixed 
to it, for I thought that was done in order to try my 
ſagacity, or the ſtrength of my eye-ſight. I per- 
| ceived that there was a woman's name ſtanding on 
the title, and a man's voice ſpeaking in it. I ſaid, 
« Come near to me, and let me handle thee, and ſee 
whoſe child thou art : thou art called the handy- 

works of Eſau, but the voice is the voice of Jacob.” 

A2 | Hows 


ER. 25 ” 
However, the Maid affirms that, by a miraculous 
conception, ſhe compaſſed this production without 
the help of man; whereas, if family likeneſſes ex- 
preſs or mean any thing, the firſt nine or ten pages 
will ſpeak for themſelves. Many of the features of 
this child are Mr. Ryland's own: he is known, 
whether he appears in a Magazine or in this piece. 
I think I may warrantably ſay of theſe pages, as we 
commonly ſay of a log of feather- edge boards, that 
it is the work of two; or of a pair of ſawyers, one 
on the top, and the other in the pit. The Maid, by 
name, is the top woman; but Mr. Ryland worked 
| under ground. There was a conjunction of heads in 
the production of this pamphlet. This diſcovers it- 
ſelf in the ſeventh page, where the noun. plural ap- 
pears “ We have taken a ſhort but comprehenſive 
view of it, but who hath believed the report?” It 
might have been rendered, xr report. Now, though 
I am no grammarian, yet I know that two are more 
than one, and that we implies a plurality. But it 
ſeems that Mr. Ryland refuſes to father this little 
one, leſt it ſhould be overlaid, or found dead: but 
the Maid lays claim to the whole of it, having no 
doubt but it is a living child. But I fay, * Divide it,“ 
ſeeing the Girl has conſeſſed to Mr. King that it 
contains Mr, Ryland's ſentiments, 


You | 
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You ſhould be a little more private, reverend Sir, 
in your matters, and not let your ſecret things-get 
abroad, as they do. Your threatening me in the 
barber's ſhop; the former convention and council 
againſt me, when the calf's head fell into the aſhes; 
the good works that appeared in your ſervant, and 
another, when the ſeventeenth. ſquib of candour 
went off in a fortnight at Iſlington; your refuſing 
to ſee any body but your maid when this chick was 
hatching from the egg; the printer's boy bringing a 


proof to you at a friend's houſe, where you did not 


expect him; your acknowledging to Mrs. Terry 
that you had a hand in the firſt ſquib that your Maid 
diſcharged at me, beſides your own mode of writing 
appearing in it ſerve to confirm me in my opinion 
of its having been a joint work. | 

The above hints I have dropped [2 hint to the 
wiſe is enough] only to let my friends know that I 
was privy to many of their ſecret counſels it ye 
not that ſuch a man as I can certainly divine ? 

I ſuppoſe your ſervant thinks me not fo competent 


a judge of phyſiognomy as herſelf, becauſe the © An- 
ſwer to the Daughter's Defence” was addreſſed to 
the father; but ſhe ſeems to wonder that the anſwer 
ta the Maid's Maſk ſhould be addreſſed to the Maſ⸗- 
A 3 = ter, 
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However, this is 8 to the only rule of 
en are to do as we would be done by, for this is 
the law and the prophets: and this method I have 
adopted, and am determined to purſue it, until Mr. 
Ryland's ſervant can find ſome other poſt or pillar 
(beſide me) for the purpoſe of being her mats and 
. duſter. | 

My doctrine, in this piece, is jumbled in as a 
principal ingredient of a moſt dreadful compoſition ; 
and, like the poor man that fell among thieves, I am 
ranked with a deſperate gang. The calf's head that 
Maria tumbled into the aſhes did not cut a worſe 
figure before Mr. Ryland than I do in this black 
company. However, I will pick my own precious 
doctrine from this bolus; and, as the good Samari- 
ran has ſet me on his own beaſt, I hope to ride away 
from this gang. As to James Relly, 1 know no- 
| thing of him; I never read any thing of his. I got 
not my doctrine from man; it is not after man. 
Nor will I defend any Antinomian tenets but thoſe 
that are found in the everlaſting goſpel; nor vindi- 
cate any ſort of Antinomians but thoſe, and thoſe 
only, who know the plague of their own heart and 
the healing balm of Chriſt's blood ; who are born 
again of the Spirit of God, united to I eſus, and who 
live 
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ive in the Spirit, walk in the Spirit, and ſerve God 
in the newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the oldneſs 
ol the letter. This ſort of Antinomians I dearly love; 
and God loves them, becauſe they love Jeſus; and 
it is in and by ſuch that God ever was, and ever will 
be, glorified. 

do believe in my heart, friend Ryland, that my N 
moſt gracious God has given the Coalheaver a name 
and a place among his bleſſed ones: therefore do 
not rank me among the chimney-ſweepers ; for I am 
no friend to hypocrites, nor patron of the workers 

of darkneſs. As the doctrine that I preach is my 
own, what God himſelf revealed to my heart at firſt, 
and which I have learnt ſince out of no book but 

the Bible, I ſhould like to diſpute this point with 
Mr. Ryland himſelf, and that by the. ſcriptures of 
truth, and let the children of God at large judge of . 
our dectrine. I conſider your age; and will, God 
enabling me, make uſe of all the candour that I am 
maſter of, ſo as not to obſcure the rays, nor blunt 

the force, of truth. I think I can do this with a 
good conſcience, as it is in defence of my own teſti- 
mony, and being commanded to contend earneſtly 
for the faith, and to preach the Goſpel; while * 


contention is for the Law. 
| A 4 In 
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In my anſwer to this, I ſhall make my remarks 
chiefly on thoſe paſſages that are levelled at me, and 
which contradict the doctrine that I have learnt; 
and ſubmit them to your judgment, and expect your 


reply. But, if you ſet your Maid to work, you muſt 
expect, and ſhall have, the anſwer addreſſed to your- 
ſelf, God ſays, The ſpirit of the prophets is ſubject to the 
Prophets, but not to maid-ſervants. My bulineſs is, 
and ſhall be, with the Maſter, not with the Girl. If 
Mr. Lovegrove has nothing to do with his money 
but to employ it in this way, he had better diſtri- 
bute it to the poor. A hint is enough. I ſhall add 
no more by way of preface, but conclude, 


Reward Sir, „ e 
Your ready and willing Antagoniſt, 


Is Zjon's Controverſy, 


WILLIIAx HunTINGTON, 


THE 


| THE. | 
BROKEN CISTERN 


SPRINGING WELL, 


QuoTATION, 


WHAT THINK YE oF CurIsT? - MATT. xxii, 42. 


Or all the 3 which it is poſſible to propoſe ta 
mankind, this is one of the moſt important : upon, the 
right knowledge of the Lord Jzsus CHRIST depends the 
happineſs and ſalvation of men, This is life eternal, 10 
know thee the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, whom thou 
haſt ſent, John xvii. 3. If our acquaintance with polite 
literature and the ſciences is deficient, our loſs will be tri- 
vial, If we are miſtaken, or even deceived, in ſuch mat 
ters, the miſtake or deception will not be attended with 
much danger or damage; but a deficiency, a miſtake, a de- 
ception, in the knowledge of the Lord JesUs CHRIST, 
cannot but be accompanied by the moſt fatal conſequences. 
Eternity hangs upon it. | 


Answer, Doft thou believe on the Son of God ?— 
is a greater queſtion than that. For whatever» 
thoughts, knowledge, or notions, men may get in 
their heads reſpecting the only true God, and Jeſus 


Chriſt whom he hath ſent, N experience ſhews 
that 
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that ſuch knowledge is no defence againſt fin, nor 
helmet againſt errors—it is nothing but a Broken 
Ciſtern. While the ſtrong man armed keeps poſ- 
ſeſſion of the palace, he cares not for head notions, 
however pure; for, as ſoon as he can puſh ſuch a 
ſinner into an open profeſſion, and into a pulpit, 
and eſtabliſh him in the eſteem of ſimple ſouls, and 
in the hearts of hypocrites, he will be ſure to drive 
him to make ſhipwreck of all. his ſentiments, or 
teach him to improve them to the advancement of 
his own infernal intereſt. I ſuppoſe we have not a 
reviſer nor propagator of hereſy, nor one preacher 
of Jies, in the whole nation, but who firſt began his 
profeſſion and miniſtry with ſuch a dry, empty ſtock 
of ſpeculative knowledge as this book contains. , 
Was every unregenerate perſon, in the nation to 
read this pamphlet till he acquired all the know- 
ledge that it treats of, he would ſtill be without 
God, and having no hope in the world. An experi- 
mental, ſpiritual, and heart-felt knowledge of -the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, muſt be had before eternal life 
can be known, felt, or enjoyed. Head knowledge 
is attended with pride, and expoſes a man to the 
condemnation of the devil; while heart-felt know- 
ledge is attended with life eternal. You begin your 
treatiſe of knowledge at the wrong end. The ſinner 
does not learn his firſt leſſon of religion in. the 
goſpel, but in the law. He does not begin with 
Jeſus Chriſt, but with the Father: Every one that 


hath heard, and hath learned of 28 Father, cometh 
| uno 
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unto ne. The ſinner will never hunger nor thirſt 
after righteouſneſs till the ſentence of death gives 
him an appetite. 

| God, who is a conſuming fire, comes near to the 
elect ſinner to judgment, and appears in his fiery 
law. Then he calls upon God in trouble, and 1s 
delivered; but he is ſure to get his firſt anſwer in 
the ſecret place of thunder, Pſal. Ilxxxi. 7. Here the 
poor ſinner gets his firſt impreſſions of the tremend- 
cous attributes of God, which ſink too deep for time 
or eternity ever to efface. In the glaſs of the law 
the holineſs of God appears; and in this aſtoniſhing 
viſion the dreadful leproſy is diſcovered from head 
to foot, both within and without. This view ſtirs 
up his guilt and filth from the bottom of the heart, 


While the raging infection appears a loathſome diſ- 


eaſe. All external varniſh, dead works, dry for- 
mality, good name, falſe confidences, lying refuges, 
and legal hopes, find their funeral together, or fly 
away like chaff from the threſhing-floor, or as ſmoke 
out of the chimney; ſo that no Place is found for 
them. It was this view, and the ſeraphic cry of 
« Holy ! holy! holy!“ that made the prophet Iſaiah 
cover his lips, and cry; © Unclean! unclean !” 
At the ſight of divine holineſs in the law fin re- 
vives, and juſtice applies the ſentence. Nor has 
the ſinner one plea to urge why it ſhould not be 
ſpeedily executed: his mouth is ſtopped, and he is 
become guilty before God. = wel a ſinner ſees and 


feels 
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feels that God is ſtrictly juſt. Here all his former 
notions of a God all mercy forſake him and flee. 
The truth of God is no leſs terrible to the finner 
than his juſtice. He ſees that God has ſpoken and 
revealed his wrath againſt ſin, and pronounced his 
curſe upon every tranſgreſſor; and has declared that 
he will not clear the guilty. And true to his own 
honour, and to the word that is gone out of his lips, 
he muſt he. Hence the poor ſinner ſees no way of 
eſcape: he makes confeſſion; he cries for mercy; 
he makes uſe of every argument he is maſter of ; he 
turns bis feet to the teſtimony, and makes haſte, and 
delays not, to keep the commandment; he makes 
the law his only rule of life, walk, and conduct; 


and, in good earneſt, ſets about the performance of 


every duty that appears right to him, in hopes of 
inclining his Maker to be propitious. But here the 
immutability of God appears: he finds that God is 
of one mind, and none can turn him; and what his ſou! 
dejireth that be doth. This deſtroys his former no- 
tion of God's being mutable, and altogether ſuch an 
one as himſelf. He is obliged to acknowledge that 
with God is terrible majgſiy; and, as touching the Al- 
mighty and his ways, he cannot find him out. 
A ſinner thus arraigned, and impreſſed with the 
holineſs, juſtice, truth, and immutability, of God, 
is at his wit's end. He is like a wild bull in a net, 
full of the fury and the rebukes of his Maker. 
Every wound ſlightly healed is laid open; every 

; | avenue, 
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holineſs, by the law, are altogether deſpaired of; and | 
the way to heaven by works, whether in whole or 
in part, for ever cloſed. | 
Thus far the ſinner learns, in the law, to know 
the only true God; and this leflon prepares him for 
the new, living, and. conſecrated, way through the 
vail. And thus to uſe the law is uſing it lawfully; 
for it is not made for a righteous man, but for the 
lawleſs and diſobedient, for the ungodly and for ſin- 
ners: For we know, ſays Paul, that whatſoever the 
law faith it ſaith to them that are under the law, that 
every mouth may be ſlapped, and the whole world be- 
come guilty before Cod. Pointing ſinners to a phy- 
ſician, who never felt their ſickneſs, and eſpouſing 
them to Chriſt before their firſt huſband be dead, is 
leading them into adultery. A ſinner who thus learns 
of the Father cometh unto Chriſt, to whom none 
can come except the Father draw them. 
The ſinner's flice is no ſooner turned Zia unnd 
than the ſtorm appears at his back; which is ſweetly 
abated by a ſtill voice behind him, intimating that 
he 1s now 1n the way. Dying love, by the Spirit, 
echoes from the croſs to his conſcience ; which is 
anſwered again by the voice of faith; but ſo unin- 
telligibly, that the ſinner can hardly underſtand it, 
though the ſoul feels the effects of it. At this the 
heart begins to loſe its native hardneſs, and gradual- 
_ ly opens and enlarges; while every faculty of the 
ſoul is upon the watch, and every thought of the 
heart 


avenue, or falſe retreat, cut off; righteouſneſs and 


14 THE BROKEN CISTERN, 


heart intent upon the ſtrange emotion; until the 
bleſſed Spirit of God conveys a divine unction to 
the underſtanding, and propoſes a crucified Saviour 
to the ſinner, as the only object of hope, and teſti- 
fies of him as ſuch, With a longing eye the poor 
ſinner looks, and with a trembling heart, and a wa- 
vering faith, longs, and begs of God to bring him 
near, and reveal his Chriſt in him. As the eye of 
a man upon the hand of his maſter, and as the ye of 
a maid on the hand of her miſtreſs, ſo the ſinner's ge 
waits upon God until he hath mercy upon him. 

His face being Zion-ward, Zion-ward he looks; 
for out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God ſhines : 
and into the ſinner's heart he ſhines, to give him he 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Feſus Chriſt, And in this glorious ray the Saviour 
deſcends to the ſinner's ſoul, and God reveals his 
Son in him. When the voice of atoning blood at 
once drowns all the thundering ſentences of Sinai, 
and ſilences every accuſation in that tremendous 
court of judgment, the ſinner feels himſelf with God 
at the mercy-ſeat, where the righteous in Chriſt 
may difpute with him, and ſo be delivered for ever 
from their Judge (Job xxiii. 6, 7), unleſs” he per- 
mits the bond-children to bring him again into bond- 
age. Such a ſinner has found the righteouſneſs 
and truth of God in the law, which opened his ear 
to diſcipline; and now, in Chriſt, he finds mercy 
and peace in harmony with truth and righteouſneſs ; 
where mercy and truth met, there God reconciled 
| oy and 
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and the true penitent meet; and where righteouſ- 
neſs and peace kiſſed each other, there the Father 
kiſſes the prodigal, and the prodigal kiſſes the king 

of peace. | | 

This is the man that hath eſcaped the mount that 
might not be touched, and that buraeth with fire; and 
is gone from Zlackneſs, and darkneſs, and tempeſt, and 
rom the ſound of a trumpet, and from the voice of 
 evords; and is come to Mount Zion, where the Savi- 
our reigns, and unto the city of the Irving God, which 
he has choſen, founded, and built, and where he 
dwells; even to the heavenly Jeruſalem, the married 
wife, the free woman, and the mother of every free- 
born ſon, and to an innumerable company of angels, 
who were elected by the Father, confirmed in their 
ſtanding by the Saviour, and who are the retinue of 
the Lord, miniſtering ſpirits to the heirs of promiſe, 

and the fellow-ſervants of the ſaints and to the ge- 
. neral aſſembly, both of Jews and Gentiles—and to the 
church of the firſt-boru, which the elder brother 
bought with his blood, arrays in his righteouſneſs, 
and ſanctifies by his blood and Spirit; and which 
conſiſts of firſt-born ſons, heirs of promiſe, and of 
the grace of life ; <vbo/e names are written in heaven, 
in the Lamb's book of life, being ordained to eter- 
nal life, or predeitinated both to grace and glory 
and to God, the judge of all, as reconciled in Chriſt, 
and who is the juſtifier of him that believeth in Je- 

ſus—ard to the ſpirits of juſ# men made perfect, under 

” . 


— 
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the influence of the ſame Spirit of promiſe, and in 
union with the ſame covenant head-and to Jgſus, 
the mediator of the new covenant, who purges the ſins 
of his people, who hath made peace by the blood 
of his croſs, and who ptoclaims it and maintains it 

in all his realm; whoſe kingdom is not of this world 
Sad to the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaks pardon, 
peace, reconciliation, friendſhip with God, and ac- 
ceſs to him. —— This, this, is the man, that ſpiri- 
tually, unctuouſly, and experimentally, knows the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, 
whom to know is eternal life. And ſuch an one has 
life hid with Chriſt in God; he has life in his cove- 
nant head ; he has laid hold on eternal life by faith ; 
he has life in the promiſe, and life and immortality 
are brought to light in his ſoul; he is alive, and 
lives by the faith of the Son of God; and has a 
lively hope, ſure and ſtedfaſt, and which an 
within the vail, Hh 


A collection of notions in the head is like a broke Nh 


ezftern that can hold no water; but ſuch a ſavoury 
knowledge of Chriſt, by the Spirit in the heart, as 
this, is a ſpringing well; and ſuch an one ſhall grow 
in grace, and in knowledge too. This ſpring works 
up, and carries off the unſavoury lees of the old 
 caſk, and the lurking leaven of ſelf-rightequſneſs, 
legal pride, and hypocriſy ; together with the loath- 

ſome ſediment of ſelf-confidence and ſelf-ſeeking ; 
_ as it purifies the * ſo it purifies the ſpeech. 

3932 5 | God 
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God turns to his people a pure language, that they 
may call upon his name, and ſerve him with one 
conſent. Thus counſel in the heart, not in the 
head, is as deep waters, and the words of wiſdom as 
a flowing brook. This bleſſed ſpring, riſing up 
within, purifies and renews the ſpirit of the mind, 
and carries it up to heavenly things, where it enjoys 
both life and peace; and is entertained with freſh 
diſcoveries of covenant love, and ſolaced with re- 
freſhings from the preſence of the Lord. This is a 
knowledge, fir, which no hypocrite could ever — 
and which falſe apoſtates never knew. 

Head notions are like a ſtanding pool in the midſt 
of ſummer, neither ſweet nor clear; and therefore 
require a good deal of learning, flowery rhetoric, 
empty oratory, pompous ſpeech, ſwelling words, 
and cunning craftineſs, in order to decorate, garniſh, 
and ſet them off : but theſe things do not feed the 
poor hungry ſoul. This book, having treated of 
the knowledge of Chriſt, but not deforibed any part 
of it, proceeds to mention the doctrine of the tri - 
nity, and the characters, &c. of the Lord Jeſus, by 
collecting a number of ſcripture texts, which are 
better read in the bible than in this book, for here 
is nothing deſcribed nor explained in it. 

All the head notions of the glorious trinity that 
men can attain to will never keep Satan out of the 
heart, nor hold the ſoul in a ſtorm. The real 
"Chriſtian has got the work of a trinity of perſons on 
his own ſoul, He that loveth duwelleth in God, and 
| N 8 G 
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God in hin. Such an one has fellowſhip with the 
Father. And he that enjoys pardon, reſt, and ſolid 
peace, in his Saviour, by virtue of heart-felt union 
with him, has fellowſhip with the Son, and has fel- 
lowſhip with the Spirit; who communicates know- 
ledge, comfort, and joy, to him; who maintains 
his ſtanding in faith, his ſoul in hope, and his hope 
in expectation of future glory; who helps his in- 
firmities in prayer, ſtrengthens him with might in 
his weakneſs, bears teſtimony to his adoption, ſeals 
him with a comfortable aſſurance, and operates upon 
him as an earneſt of the future inheritance. He is 
a witneſs and proof of his eternal election, and a 
pledge of eternal glory: he reveals the ſecrets of 
heaven to him, and leads him into a ſtate of friend- 
ſhip and familiarity with God ; he makes known to 
his ſoul the good-will of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
makes him obedient thereto by faith; enables him 
to ſtand faſt therein, and that with an holy boldneſs, 
in unfeigned faith, in unpreſuming confidence, and 
in undiſſembled love; which no Arian, no bond- 
child, no Socinian, no Sabellian, no Antinomian, 
no Arminian, nor any other ſpecies of hypocrites, 
ever experienced, felt, or enjoyed. 
Ihhis doctrine, fir, confounds the wiſe, and puz- 
_zles the prudent: it makes devils roar, and impoſ- 
tors rage; it drives the phariſee from his ſandy 
foundation, the hypocrite from his falſe hope, and 
the veſſel of wrath from his anchorage ; it diſcovers 


_ the rottenneſs of bypocrites 1 in Zion, and makes di- 


4 5 viners 
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viners mad; it makes a novice in the pulpit look 
like an actor on the ſtage, and the writings of grace- 
leſs ſouls like old mother Shipton's prophecies. 

Under this divine teaching the productions of 
carnal men are all thrown to the bats: a dry ſyſtem 
in the brain appears a broken wheel at the ciſtern; 
a noiſy and empty profeſſion, a rattle for prating 
fools; and all the pleaſures, honours, and riches, of 
this world, like the drop of. a bucker, or the duſt 
of a balance. 


Qvor. The ſcriptures teſtify of the Led Jeſus that he 
is a Redeemer. 


Axsw. Notions of redemption in the head will 
not do, reverend fir; we mult enforce the experi- 
ence of it. The ele ſinner is led to the fountain 
open; his conſcience is purged from guilt and dead 
works by an application of the of ſprinkling ; 
he is redeemed from the bondage of the law, from 
a vain converſation, and from among men. No 
man can ſing of redemption without an application: 
No man could learn that ſong but the hundred and forty © 
and four thouſand, which were redeemed from among 
men. © TIfs,” and © Buts, and © We truſt,” 
and * think,“ will not anſwer the purpoſe here: 
head notions will not do to join in this chorus; 
faith in the heart is required. He hath redeemed us 
out every nation, tongue, and people; and made us 
kings and priefts unto ow ; aud wwe ſhall reign on the 
earth. | 

| B 2 - er. 
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Quor. The ſcriptures alſo ſpeak of the Cent nn un- 
der the e character of a King, &c. vi , 


Answ. When the Sayiour comes to manifeſt 
himſelf to the hearts of his own elect, he comes in 
his all-conquering chariot: he appears with his 
Sword upon his thigh, and no leſs than the Mosr 
MicaTy in his ow glory. and majeſty. - This the 
ſinner i is ſoon convinced of, when the point of his 
ſword reaches the caul of his heart, and the arrows 
of his quiyer ſtick faſt in his conſcience, hereby 
the people fall under him, and put their mouths in 
the duſt, to obtain a hope in his mercy. A ſinner, 


thus ſubdued by Omnipotence, ſtumbles not at the 


Savjour's Godhead; nor does he want any man to 
teach him that Jeſus is a King. The King of Zion 
makes à triumphant entrance into the ſinner's heart, 
binds the ſtrong man, diſarms the devil of his infer- 


nal panoply, and caſts him both from his fort- royal 


and palace, The ſpirit of faith operates, and gives 
the Saviour a dwelling within, while the manifeſta- 
tions of dying love raiſe him to ſupremacy in the 
affections. When every thought is brought into 
captivity to the abedience of Chriſt, his righteous 
ſceptre is ſwayed in the ſoul, and peace is proclaim- 
ed in the principality of conſcience ; when the new 


covenant, or the laws of faith, truth, and the per- 


fe&t law of liberty, are by God the Holy Ghoſt 
written on the fleſhly tables of the heart. This is 
the man that is a loyal 2 of Zion's king : the 

: kingdom 
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kingdom of God is within him, he is under the 
reign of grace, and is well acquainted with his 
rightful ſovereign. All ſhort of this is nothing but 

word; this ſtands in power. The other is head no- 
tions; this is heart religion, and can never be rooted 


up or deſtroyed. 


Qvor. Procuring redemption and remiſſion of ſins 
through the effuſion of his blood, offering himſelf up a 
ſacrifice to God, to make reconciliation, and why cold; an 
atonement. 


Answ. believe the elect were redeemed by the 
blood of Chriſt; that an atonement was made by 
his ſacrifice alone; that peace was made by the 
blood of his crols ; that we are pardoned, recon- 
ciled, and made nigh, by the ſame ; and that the 
church was bought with that price: but, as to 
a purchaſed . atonement, the bible knows nothing 
about it. 

« Who this ande Antinomian is; who ads 
no inward holineſs ; nor Chriſt in his heart, the hope 
of glory; nor fruits of the Spitit; and whoſe faith 
takes in all the. world, and who denies that there 1s 
any elect at atl;” I know not. Theſe wretches are 
no relations of mine: I will ſcrape no acquaintance, 
1 will claim no kindred, with ſinners and hypocrites 
in Zion; nor with them that hold the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs; nor with them who contend for the 
law as the only rule of life (which requires love to 
God and the neighbour), and pretend to a great 

„ meaſure 


Po 2 
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meaſure of both, and appear in friendſhip 3 give you 
the right-hand of fellowſhip, bleſs your labours, de- 
.clare publicly their great love and high opinion of 
vou, as a lover of the Lord Jeſus; and, at the fame 
time, are working under ground with all manner of 
guile, deceit, hypocriſy, and deceivableneſs of un- 
righteouſneſs, on purpoſe to blow up both your re- 


putation and uſefulneſs. Friend Conſcience, make thy 


application This is no part of my religion: I am no 


friend to buſh-fighting, or ſhooting in ſecret; I love 
plain dealing. God dealt plainly with me; and in 
my office he makes me deal plainly with others. 
Open rebuke is better than ſecret love then how much 


better than ſecret guile, which is ſo contemptible, 
that a perſon accuſed of it is rendered an unfit mem- 


ber of a ſociety of pick-pockets, and condemned as 


a traitor by a gang of thieves! However wrong the 
Antinomian may be, this book is not likely to ſet 


B 


him right. 
Quor. He denies vital, experimental, tac union, 


wrought j in the ſoul by Faith. 


Anz, This any man may do, and be ſound in 
the truth too. If faith can work a vital, experi- 


mental, perſonal union, in the ſoul, one would think 


that faith itſelf muſt be a divine perſon, becauſe it is 


*he efficient or working agent of vital union, which 


is what none but God can work. The bond of 


union is God's everlaſting love to us in Chriſt Jeſus; 


and even Chriſt, and Kick too, are the bleſſed ef- 
fects 
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fects of God's love to us: and none but God can 
work this union in us; as it is written Aid the 
Lord thy Ged will circumciſe thine heart, and the heart 
of thy ſeed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy foul, that thou mayeſt live. 
Deut. xxx. 6. At the time of this circumciſion the 
love of God is ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy 
Ghoft, which is given to us; and he that dwelleth in | 
love dwelleth in God, and God in him. This is bring- 
ing the ſinner ſenſibly into the bond of the covenant; 
which bond is the bond of eternal union with the co- 
venant Head: for it is under the influence of divine 
love that the believer is joined to the Lord, and 
made one ſpirit with him. The bond of all perfet?-. 
neſs is not our faith in God, but God's eternal love to 
us. The former is not the efficient cauſe, but the 
effect, of the latter. Love and faith are both fruits 
of the Spirit; but, as charity is greater than either 
faith or hope, it is not likely the leſſer ſhould work 
the greater. Faith is the evidence of things not ſeen, 
and the ſubſtance of things hoped for; but full poſſeſſion 
wants no evidence, and things ſeen and enjoyed need 
no hope. The bond of union will be the ſweeteſt, 
and in full perfection, when theſe ceaſe; for faith 
works by love, and the exerciſe of it works or pro- 
duces patience; but it never works union. Mr. 
Ryland muſt know better than this. 5 | p 


Quor. The Lond 1 Chriſt is made of God FEY 
cation to his people, as he is their great Head of Influence; 
who UNparts to every member of his myſtical body, by vir- 
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tue of his kingly office, his Holy Spirit, to ſanctify and 
make them holy in their own proper perſons. | 


Axsw. Jeſus Chriſt is made /an#ification to his 
people i in his prieftly Mee. He aſſumed our nature, 
he bore our names; and, by his offering, made an 
atonement for us as a prieſt, He bore our ſins, he 
removed our fins, he blotted out our ſins, he purged 
our ſins, and that in his prieſtly office, to which the 


making atonement belonged. Chriſt 1s made ſanc- 


Gon to us by executing his Father's will in the 
offering up of himſelf as a ſacrifice. By the which 
will we are ſancliſed through the offerin g of the body of - 
7 ſus once for all. For by one offering be hath perfected | 


for ever them that are ſanflified. Wherefore Jeſus, that 


he might ſanftify the people with his own blood, ſuffered 

without the gate. If all this be true, then Chriſt is,. 
in his prieſtiy office, by virtue of his one offering, 
the ſanctification of his people, and that by the will 


of God: and, if he hath by one offering perfected for 


ever them that are ſanctified, it muſt follow that, in 


his prieſtly office, he is the perfect ſanbliification of his 


people; and they were made nigh by the Slocd of 
Chrif before they were brought nigh by effectual 


[ calling. This work was finiſhed upon the croſs; 


and the believer i is complete | in him that finiſhed i it, 


| and without fault before the throne: on which A 


count he is ſaid to be A nd in n 75 ſis, 

1 Cor. WE to tc | 
: Berk ie Ane cas if not by: impuration * 
e Aancki⸗ | 


„ 
= - # 
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ſanctification, he is by the will and purpoſe of God, 
who, in the bond of an everlaſting covenant united 
us together and made us one, as ſurety. and debtor 
are one. Chriſt was made a curſe, but we were 
bleſſed in him; he was held by the hand of Juſtice, 
but we were ler go free; the chaſtiſement fell on 
him, and peace fel] ro us; he was ſtriped, and we 
were healed; our old man was crucified with him, 
and we were viewed new creatures in him ; he died, 
but we lived; he was the ſaerifice, and the atone- 
ment was ours. Thus, by the will and purpoſe of 
God, he was made ſanctification; and by his one cf 
fering he hath perfefted for ever them that are Jantti- 
Fed. But, as to internal ſanctification, it is the work 
of the third perſon in the trinity: as it is written, 
That the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, 
3 being fant; ified by the _ Ghoſt. Rom. XV. 46. 


Quor. By his iu ifying righteauſueſs he Ga them 
from the guilt and condemnation of fin—which are the 
two firſt propoſitions I laid down—and this relates to his 
prie/tly office, and is that which gives them a title to 
heaven. | | * 


Aden Why is the juſtifying robe of b righreouſ- 
neſs, which the Saviour wrought out, confined to his 
prieſtiy office ? A prieſt under the law was not bound 
by his office to clothe the tribes of Iſrael, nor to pay 
their debts: it was wrought out by Chriſt, in his 
office as ſurety, who undertook to pay the debt of 
perfect obedience to the law and the imputation of 
| | it. 
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it to the debtor is the ſovereign work of the great 
creditor, who took the ſurety from priſon and from 
judgment, when the total ſum to precept and penal- 
ty was paid. And to us it ſhall be imputed, if we be- 
lieve on bim *0ho raiſed up our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from 
the dead. By which ſovereign! act of divine cle- 
mency, diſplayed by imputation, the debtor is not 
only diſcharged; but, by virtue of this righteouſ- 
neſs on him, and the ſpirit of promiſe given to him, 
the righteouſneſs of the Iaw is fulfilled in him, while he 
walks not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 


| Qyvor. She ſhall not only be clear as the ſun in her 
juſtification, but ſhe ſhall alſo be fair as the moon in her 


MCUNcation, ; 


As. The bah has beo brought far un- 
der the moon · light diſpenſation ever ſince the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs roſe from the dead, and began to 
ſhine out of Zion, the perfection of beauty. The 
goſpel church is repreſented as having the moon un- 
der her feet, which is a very improper place for her 
ſanctification; for ſurely her inward glory 1s not to 
2% bee e upon. 


vie, This faith antes ot ſoul to the Lord Jefos 
| Chriſt; and, the moment the believer is made dE of 
it, he becomes one ſpirit with the Lord. | | 


Auxsw. In a former quotation faith was ſaid to 
work a vital union; but in this place is ſaid to be 
the uniting bond and a very weak one at beſt, and 
| will 
1 
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will laſt no longer than death. The faints die in 
faith; but we hear nothing of this work of union, nor 
of this uniting bond, nor of "_ ties or feats of yy 
nn the — | 


» Dan, This tink makes Chriſt precious; it adidas 
his heart, and conſtrains him to hate ſin, becauſe of its de- 
formity; becauſe it is Chriſt's enemy, and crucified him; 


and becauſe Chriſt abhors it, and a triune God abhors'it. | 


It conſtrains him to love holineſs for its own beauty and ex- 
cellence. 


Answ. For my part, 1 believe that, and that 


only, which conſtrains a man to hate ſin, is the love 
of the Almighty to him; which, and only which, 


can produce a godly ſorrow for ſin, and a hatred to 


it. When I was on the brink of black deſpair un- 
der the law, I had a clear view and a ſtrong faith in 


the holineſs, juſtice, and beauty, of God. The er- 
cellence of theſe, however, did not attract my love, 


but drove me to deſperation and madneſs. I pitied 


myſelf, loved fin in my heart, and wiſhed that there 


were no God at all. But, when pardoning love 


operated upon my grief and ſorrow; and produced 
repentance never to be repented of, then I loved 


the Lord with all my heart and foul; not becauſe 


he was Holy and beautiful, but becauſe of his good- 
neſs, loving-kindneſs, tender mercy, pity,” and com- 
paſſion, to ſuch a curſed wretch as I was. The 
apoſtles loved God becauſe he firſt: loved them; 
Mary loved much: becauſe ſhe had much forgiven; 


and 
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and the pſalmiſt- loved the Lord becauſe he had 
heard che voice of his weeping, and had forgiven 
the iniquity of his ſin. If perſons were to publiſn a 
thouſand volumes of ſuch head notions as theſe, heart 
religion would ever contradict them all. It is not 


enough for authors to know the ſcriptures, they n 
know the power of God alſo. 


e Faith gives the ſoul viclory over fin, Satan, and 
the world. Eo 


Answ. If faith can do this, I ſhould have no 
objection to fall down and worſhip it. But I believe 
that Chriſt overcame the world, and bids me be of 
good cheer. on that account; and the fame. con- 
queror muſt give me power io tread on ſerpents, ſcor- 
pions, and all the power of the enemy, or elſe they 
would ſoon be too much for me. If ever I am made 
more than a conqueror, it muſt be through him that 
hath loved me. My faith is ſo far from giving me 
this victory, that I am obliged to employ faith in 
every time of trouble; to go. with meſſages, with 
petition after petition, till the Lord's ſtrength, in an- 
ſwer to faith's prayer, be made perfect in my weak- 
neſs. Inſtead of faith's giving this victory, the be- 
hiever is obliged to lay hold of Chriſt's ſtrength, in 
order to keep his faith from ſinking. I know the 
apoſtle ſays, that his is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith; and that faith is a prevailing 
grace. But the obje# of faith, and the hem of 
faith, are chiefly intended in that paſſage—the o- 

1 
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je of faith, becauſe he has already obtained the vie- 
tory, and led captivity captive—the tem of faith, 
| becauſe eternal victory is promiſed and given in 
that ſyſtem. They that overcome do it by the Blood 
of the Lamb, and the word of their teſtimony.” By the 
former it is obtained for us; in 1 latter it is pro- 
miſed to us. 


Qoor: In this way the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſanctifies his 
people, and actually | ſaves them from the /ove and power 
of ſin. 


Answ, I am glad to hear that there are profeſ- 
fors in the church who have preffed forward, and are 
got ſo nigh to perfection; and I believe it is true 

with reſpect to the inner man. But, for. my own 
part, I will openly confeſs that, although I can find 
in myſelf a principle that oppoſes, reſiſts, and at 
times ſtrongly and ſenſibly deteſts and hates all fin, 
and I lothe myſelf on the account even of the work- 
ings of it; yet I find that, with my Hab, I not only 
love, but in many things /erpe, the law of in; which 
the contrary principle neither roots up, deſtroys, nor 
perfectly keeps under. I believe that fin ſhall never 
be my ruin; and that the ſoyereign ſway, or reign- 
ing power of ſin, is deſtroyed in my foul; and that 
the ſeed of God, or the net creature, produced by a 
ſpiritual birth in me, will never love ſin: yet the 
life and power that I feel in the perpetual ſtrugglings 
of fin are ſufficient to lay all my honour in the duſt; 
and to ſend me, with humble confeſſion, confuſion 


of 
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of face, and contrition of heart, to God, in ſecret 
prayer, from year's end to year's end: and there 
are many ſins in the world which, in an unguarded 
hour, and in an inſenſible frame, are preſented to my 
fooliſn heart as a ſweet morſel. And, perhaps, if 
all was known, the compilers of this book can de- 
ſcribe no more experience of the protecting power 
of God, no more trophies of abſtaining from ſin, or 
victory over it, nor any more ocular demonſtrations 
of an averſion to it, than William Huntington. 115 


3 Quor. Holineſs of heart and life is indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary to enable the believer to maintain communion and fel- 


Jowſhip with God. 


Axsww. But the great en is, Where this 
holinef of heart and life is to be had, in order to 
maintain this fellowſhip? For my part, I find no 
other way of obtaining holineſs, either in heart or 
life, but by enjoying union and communion with 
Chriſt. So that holineſs is the effect of union, ac. 
cording to my feelings; and which 1 find no other 
way of keeping up, than by' fervent prayer in pri- 
vate, humble confeſſion, reading, meditating, and 
diligence in the uſe of means. Pointing to holineſs 
in heart and life, in order to maintain communion. 
and fellowſhip, is always the method of thoſe: who 
deal in the letter; but thoſe who are acquainted with 
Jeſus by the Spirit, and who know the Spirit's 
work, have not ſo learned Chriſt—they tell the be- 
* to hold faſt the head, and that he can do no- 
thing 
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thing without him; and to abide in the vine is the 
only way to bring forth much fruit. | 

This book treats largely about the words ſanctiſi- 
cation and holineſs —but it is all forced: there is no 
one part of it that flows from a ſavoury, unctuous 
experience in the heart; nor yet from the power, 
influence, or enjoyment, of the Spirit upon the ſoul. 
The whole of it is extorted, preſſed, and ſqueezed, 
from the letter of ſcripture; moulded together by 
the dint of human wiſdom; and unnaturally deco- 
rated with a lictle fulſome, flowery rhetorick, re- 
flected from the natural ingenuity of others, I am 
not alone in my judgment; Conſcience, when this 
book was written, bore the ſame honeſt teſtimony, 
Counſel in the heart is as deep waters, and the words of 
Wiſdom a flowing brook—but this treatiſe came not 
from the /pring, but from the preſs. 


Qvor. SanQification, then, it appears from the word 
of God, is a perſonal thing, wrought wow" _ ſoul by the 
power of ths FTP Ghoſt, 


An sw. In a former quotation Maria 8 perſonal 
union was wrought in the ſoul by faith, and the An- 
tinomian is charged with error for denying this, 
which Maria now denies herſelf, and ſays it is 
wrought by the Holy Ghoſt, That which made 
Canaan the holy land, , Jeruſalem the holy city, the 
temple the holy place, and Tabor the holy mount, 
was the preſence and appearance of the Holy One 
there; and that which makes a man an holy man is 

| the 


8 
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the indwelling and perpetual abiding of the Holy 
Ghoſt in him. He is the ſpirit of power in the will; 
the ſpirit of love in the affections; the ſpirit of re- 
velation in the mind; the ſpirit of illumination in the 
underſtanding ; the ſpirit of faith in the heart; the 
ſpirit of judgment to them that ſit in judgment, and 
of ſtrength to them that turn the battle to the gate; 
and is an infallible witneſs in the court of conſcience. 
He creates the fruit of the lip, is a watch before the 
mouth, and gives motion to the tongue. He pro- 
duces a filial fear in the heart, and ſets the object of 
fear before the eyes. He bars both heart and ears 
againſt the pretenſions of deceivers, and attends the 
ſound with joy to the heart when a child of wiſdom 
bears his teſtimony. He gives both inclination and 
motion to the whole man; actuates the hands to 
honeſt labour, and ſhakes them from diſhoneſt gain. 
He teaches the eye to watch che goodneſs of God 
that paſſes before the ſaint, and ſweetly conſtrains 
him to purſue the leadings of Providence, and the 
footſteps of faith. He is a free ſpirit among the 
free-born ſons of Zion, a ſpirit of unity to all that 
are within the bonds of the covenant; and makes 
the heart of a believer leap for joy at the rapturous 
ſalutation of a heaven-born foul. The ele, as 
conſidered in Chi iſt, were fanctified from eternity in 
the purpoſe of God; and their ſanctification was 
held forth in the promiſe of God; and in their co- 
venant head they were ſanctified when he offered up 
timfelf;- and by the word of truth when applied to 
7 the 
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141 c Mrd amr 
the heart, aj they ; are clean, thraugh x the word ſpoken s 
to them; and they are ſanctißed by, the OY: 

of the Holy Ghoſt, as above deſcribed. | Bur, 0 

| ſanctifcation which i is called a \ perſondl Thing, wrought” 
upon the ſoul by the bower of the Holy Ghoſt, T 
know nothing of, nor this book neither —Yer I des 
clare before God that, Hhorwithſtanding all the ca- 

lumny, reproach, hard names, and bad ſpirit, with 
which I am loaded and charged, 1 would not ex- 
change what Chriſt has done for my ſoul, and by 
his Spirit wrought in me, and done by me, for all 
the ſanctification of this book; nor for all the per- ; 
ſonal holineſs, fruufulneſs, and good works, of five 
hundred ſuch authors, put them all together, for thiy 


* not God. No 


Fd 


Ger. F rom ele two jarring principles, ſo oppoſi ite 
to each other, proceeds a continual warfare, Sometimes 
divine grace treads indwelling fin under its feet, and then. 
the chriſtian is holy, humble, and happy in his God. At 
other times, ſin rouſes up all its powers, attempts to ſhake 
off the yoke, and even prevails ſo far as to take the new 
man captive; and then the Chriſtian groans, deing burden- 


ed. Page 31. 3 


Ade If this be true, the Chriſtian may vel 
groan. And how can the believer himſelf be really 
delivered from the love and dominion of all fin (ac- 
cording | to a former quotation), if the feed of Gad, i 
the production of the Holy Ghoſt, the new man of grace, 


falls * the prevailing power of ſin, and is taken 
C | captive ?. 


34 THE BROKEN CISTERN, 


captive ? Sin is Satan's ally, but the ne mar is in 
| cloſe alliance with the Spirit of God. The ſtrong 
man armed muſt, therefore, overcome Him that is 
ſtronger than he, and regain his loſt poſſeſſion, be- 
fore this new man, this principle of grace, which is to 
reign through righteouſneſs, can be conquered by 
the prevailing power of ſin, ſo as to be taken cap- 
tive. The diſtinction here between the believer, and 
the ſeed of God in him, is this: the believer is de- 
livered from the power of fin, but grace is taken cap- 
tive by fin. To ſpeak without irony, and without 
lightnek—f do believe in my conſcience that per- 
ſons who learn notions, and a wild cant, from the 
letter of the ſcriptures, and from the people of God; 
who darken and confound every thing they learn, 
being ignorant, and deſtitute of the power of God; 
and who get into a profefſion of religion, and pub- 
liſh ſuch ſtrange gibberiſh as this, and blend the 
ſacred names of ſanctification and the Holy Ghoſt 
with their own ſubtle inventions—are guilty of ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſs; and their ſin, in the great day, 
will be found to be more dreadful than that of the 

openly profane curſers and ſwearers, who never once 
| troubled themſelves or interfered with religion. And 


ſure I am that the aim and end of ſuch people can 


be nothing but ſeeking honour from the blind and 
jgnorant, and a livelihood in idleneſs; to perplex 


and puzzle ſeeking ſinners, and to oppoſe and black- 


en thoſe whom God has ſent to lead them, 


| Quor, 
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Qvpor. The next thing I mean to conſider is that grand 
Antinomian tenet, that the moral law has ceaſed to be the 
rule of a believer's conduct, as much as it has craled to be 
a covenant of works. | | 


Axsw. My reader will obſerve here that the only 
rule of life is now termed the rule of conduff. Pray, 
does the author, or do the authors, of this book 
make the Moral Law the rule of their condut? Do 
they labour ſix days, and do all they have to do ? 
Do they keep holy every Saturday, not doing their 
own works, nor finding their own pleaſure, nor 
ſpeaking their own words, on that day? Do they 
teach them diligently ? Do they talk about this law 
when they ſit in their houſe, when they walk by the 
way, when they fit down, and when they riſe up? 
Do they bind them for a ſign upon their hands, and 
wear them asfrontlets between their eyes? Do they 
write them upon the poſts of their houſe, and upon 
their gates? Deut. vi. Do they love God, whom 
they have not ſeen, when they knowingly endeavour 
to injure his children (in his own work) whom they 
have ſeen? Or, is loving in word inſtead of deed 
the love that the law requires ? Do they not take 
the name of God in vain when they pretend to the 
operations of the Holy Ghoſt, and tell us that a par- 
taker of grace is delivered from the power of fin, 
but that the grace of God is prevailed over and 
taken captive by ſin? Do they not kill when they 
bear n againſt the juſt without cauſe, and begin 
„ and 
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and. practiſe hypocriſy againſt thoſe that never med- 
dled-with them; and ſhoot in ſecret at thoſe whom. 
God has called, commiſſioned, owned, and bleſſed; 
and whoſe life and conduct exceed that of their own, 
conſcience and themſelves being judges? And, if 
they t themſelves are ſo holy, fo filled with over- 
coming faith, ſo infallible in judgment, and ſo fanc- 
tified in life, how is it that they do no good i in their 


day and generation ? What fruits, or effects, appear 


by ocular demonſtration, either in themſelves. or 
their pupils ? ? Do they ever return in the power of 


the Spirit? or, is their fame ever ſpread abroad in 


any other way but by the ſound of their own trum- 
pet! DO they not commit adultery while they pre- 
tend to an union with the bridegroom of the church, 
though they can give no account of the death of 
their firſt huſband ? Do they not ſteal away the name | 
of a miniſter of the Spirit, in whom the righteouſ- 


| neſs of the law is fulfilled, and palm him with the 


name of Antinomian, becauſe he does not ſay what 
the word of God never declared to be any one part 


| of the confeſſion of his faith? Do they not bear falſe 


witneſs when they artfully repreſent thble as miniſters 
of fin whom God has made miniſters of righteouſ- 
ness! ? Do they ſtand clear in any of theſe things! ? Do 
they love their neighbour as' themſelves, when they 


ſpeak fair to his face, wiſh him ſucceſs, expreſs their 
Jove to him and readineſs to aſſiſt him; while, at the 


fame time, they are working under ground to blow b 
up all his uſefulneſs i — 


bn -* * : "IN 
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Cor. That, to the believer i in hea! Tefis rid, 
the Moral Law his ceafed to exiſt as a covertant of works, * 
is a grand and- ene an 3 and is wenne both ſides 


8 03 ere 1 D 
VC 
„Ane 1 — tick 1 ceaſed. to exiſt as a cove- 
nant of works to the believer in Chriſt, then it can 
have no power over him, either to command or 
condemn him, ſeeing it hath loſt its very exiſtence. 
But has the law ceaſed to exiſt as a covenant of 
works? Pray when did it expire? When Was it, 
with reſpect to its binding and killing ower, repeal- 
ed, or diveſted of its divine ſanction? If it has loſt 
its commanding power to do for life, and its power 
to condemn to death in caſe of diſobedience, it has 
loſt all the power it now has, or ever had. And, if 
the Saviour came to deprive the law of this power, 
he came to deſtroy it; for what is a law without 
commanding and condemning power? This is mak- 
ing void the law through faith; for diveſting the 
law of its authority can never be called eſtabliſning 
it. The Galatians found it no leſs than a yoke of 
bondage when they. turned their back on the grace 
of God, in order to make the law the pefeQing end 
of Chriſt for ſanctification; which is all that this 
book aims at. And, for my on part, I ſtill find 
that, if I loſe ſight of Jeſus, and begin to live and 
G kev myſelf by that letter, inſtead of walking by 
faith, it ſoon becomes à yoke Of bondage to me. 
- although (as ſome ſay) the law is in the hand 
C4 of 
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of Chriſt; - yet, as many as are of the works of it 
are ſtill under the curſe of it; and as many as will 


be found under it, even in the great day, will be 
judged by it; and receive the dreadful ſentence of it, 


even from the mouth of him who magnified it, and 
made 'it honourable. It will be a fiery law in the 
hand of Jeſus, as well as in the hand of Moſes; and 


the fire of wrath that is kindled in it will burn to the 
loweſt hell. 


Quor. Becauſe the Lonk Jeſus. is Le the end of the 
law, both moral and ceremonial, for righteouſneſs, to every 


one that believeth. 


Axsw. If Chriſt is * end of the 5 for righte- 


| ouſneſs, . he is not the deſtroying, but the fulfilling 


end. The law is ſtill a yoke for the ſervant, and a 
trap for the hypocrite : that which ſhould have been 
for his welfare, by driving him to Chriſt, becomes 


a trap, by his truſting in it; and the way that 


ſeems ſo right to a man is, in the end, the way of 


death, becauſe * is wy by the een is 
death, | 134 . To iii Ti! 


er. A 1 mall not, therefore, take up any 1 0 


4 employ any pains, to prove that here, becauſe we are al- 


ready agreed upon that fubjef?. But, that the moral law 

ought Kill to be conſidered as the rule of a believer”s condut?, 

is a$ great a truth, It is the eternal rule f ee pd 

16 incapable of any variation. | 
Axsw. I believe-the law to be the ody rule of 

rightcouſneſs, and life too, to every one that is un- 
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der it. And as s ſuch Chriſt always uſed it Nat 
ſhall 1 do to inherit eternal li ife -I bat is written in 
the law ? how readęſt thou ? This do, and thou ſhalt 
Ave. —f thou wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments. The law is your rule of life—do that, and 
thou ſhalt live. But the ſoul that hungered and 
 thirſted after righteouſneſs he always called to him- 
ſelf, and told him to abide in him, and then he 
ſhould bring forth much fruit; but, if he did not 
abide in him, he would be caſt forth as a withered 
branch, and be fit for nothing but the fire. If the 
law be © incapable of any variations,” according to 
| this quotation, when did it ceaſe to exiſt as a co- 
venant of works? according to the former quota- 


tion; for we are not agreed upon this ri con- 
tradiction. | 


Quor. en men, the idea of a; W oy” people 
ſuppoſes alſo a Law ſubſiſting between the parties; agree- 


able to which, the King 5 is to governs hf me people to 
frame their actions. | | 


Axsw. But this law is not the aids law; for, if 
Chriſt rules his ſubjects by that, according to the 
actions they frame, he muſt deſtroy them all together 
as rebels, for they all offend. But he receives gra- 
cious gifts for the rebellious (not killing precepts), 
that the Lord God may dwell among them. It is 
the law of faith that goes forth out of Zion, and the 
word of life that goes from Jeruſalem. ' The Lord 
"Jah Jy the Rod of thy JOE ous oe Zier: FR 51 
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in the mid? 97 thine enemies. Plat. fi: Bur then 
the, moral law i is not the Red of his 9 75 ; Ex) us 


tt -* 


of love, and the law 721 faith i is Age cg 85 the 
ſeal of the Spirit: : The day you believed, hays 15 
de were eat with the hol 7 Spirit of prom ue, 
Cod does not ſet this ſeal to the preaching o of 50 
moral law ; ; tt, therefore, that miniſtereth the. & pirit, 
and. werke miracles among ou, doth be .it by the 
works of the law? Gal. liv. 5. No, he doth not. 
Miniſters o of the letter are not ſealed themlelves; 1 nor 
does. God attend their, We with his feal: for 
they "ay nor whereof they affirm; and Gli 
can confirm nothing but their own ighorance, and 
the bondage of their audience. And this is evident: 
for ſome, who contend for the law, are obliged to 
write and read their ſermons ; which proves "that 
they ſerye i in the oldneſs of the letter, and not in the 
newneſs of the Spirit. Take them, reader, to the 
law, and to the teſtimony - that i is, to the law of 
faith, and to the teſtimony of the goſpel; and, if 
they Jpeak not according zo, this. word of life, it is 
becauſe there is no light in them, Life and immor- 
,fality.are not brought to light in their fouls by the 
j, ugoſpetr they, axe vnder the yoke of the moral law ; 
1 «abdihe Ig vail is ſtill upon their, heart ig reading 
«the Old Teſtament; -which vail and yoke are done 
away 
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away in Chr, and an "eaſier yoke given. "The law 
of faith 3 is ſo complete, that whatſoever i is not done 
in obedience thereto, and from faith therein, i is no 
better than rebellion and vickedneſ; I batuever is is 


* (IL, 


not. of ; faith i 7s fin. = 6. 
Stand faſt, reader, in * liberty wherewith Chriſt 


hath made thee free, and be not entangled” again Wich 

the yoke of bondage. The law has lately obtained 
a great many names which ! it never bore before, and 
which, the bond-children i 10 0 the r age have 
given it. Rl. 

One divine calls it the Spe . Ny which 
implies that the covenant of works is now turned 
into the covenant of grace; that the miniſter of the 
letter, by this turn, is now the miniſter of the 
Spirit; and that he who works, his work is reckon- 
ed to be of grace; ; and he that worketh not, but 
believeth, is an Antinomian, and the reward is 
reckoned to him of debt. This is turning things 

upſide down, which is to be eſteemed as potters clay. 
Ia. e 
Another divine differs from the laſt; and fays, 
* The moral law is the bal covenant of grace. 
which is as good ſenſe as to talk of white charcoal, 
for i it is 50 o leſs than a contradiction in terms: andi 18, 
in effect, to ſay that the miniſtry of death is now the 


„ 


grace of life; the miniſtration of e is 


$05 + a+ 


I a. 6 recon- 
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reconciliation ; the yoke of bondage i is now the evan- 
gelical yoke of goſpel obedience ; and that which 
was engraven on tables of ſtone is now written on 
the fleſhly tables of the heart; and the killing | letter 
is now the quickening Spirit. 

Others differ from the latter, and tell us "that 
& Chriſt came to bring us to the law, and to enable 
us to keep it.” Hence the law is not a ſebool- 
maſter to bring us to Chriſt, but Chriſt is the 

| ſchool-maſter to bring us to the law; to fly from 
wrath is to fly from Jeſus; and to fly for refuge is 
to go to the law for holineſs. According to which 
ſenſe Moſes, the ſervant, has more honour than the 
Maſter ; and the houſe has more honour than him 
that balk "5 

Others differ from a and tell us has ee The 
Jaw i is the only rule of a believer's life; by which 
he is to walk, and not by faith; by which he is to 
live, and not by faith; by which he is to work, and 
not by faith. Theſe make void the promiſe « of God, 
and make faith of none effect. 

Others tell us that heißt came to enable c 
lievers to keep the law; * which entirely contra- 
dicts the complaint of Zion, who declares that all 
her righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags. But the old 
man mult be dead in our days, and there can be no- 

law in the members warring againſt the law of the 

mind now; no fleſh in the believer that loves the 

law YT ſin: and, though t the apoſtles 1 in many things 

e F all 
IG 
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al of them offended, yet believers in this age never 
offend at all; which makes their obedjence perkeRt, 
and the Saviour's of leſs worth. 

But the authors of this book differ from all the 
foregoing, For we are informed (page 42) that 
te The moral law has ceaſed to exiſt as a covenant 
of works.” And, in the ſame page, the law is de- 
clared to be “ The eternal rule of righteouſneſs, 
and is incapable of any variations. If it has ceaſed 
to be what it once was, it muſt have varied ſome 
way or other. And we are likewiſe told that the 
believer is delivered from the power of fin ; but thag 
the new man of grace is rec and held * 
by ſin. 5 | 
_ Notwithſtanding all theſe various Ne altera- 
tions, fluxes and refluxes, which men have made in 
the eternal rule of righteouſneſs, and unalterable law 

of works, ſure I am that heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
away before one jot or tittle of the law ſhall fail of its 
unlimited. demands, its killing power, or its threat- 
ened vengeance, which it will moſt. affuredly exact 
of, or execute on, all that are found under it, whe- 
ther it be Chriſt the ſurety or the ſelf-righteous, who 
reject his ſatisfaction. And I believe that the pro- 
ductions of ſuch barren authors as theſe only ſerve to 
ſbew us the truth of the Holy Ghoſt's aſſertion, that 
thoſe, who turn aſide to vain jangling, and deſire to 
be teachers of the law. know not 0 they . 
Wi whereof they affirm, 3 

n ſworn y to the Antinomian now bes, an 
55 ta 
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as MOSS leſs us. -Chiitvs cords are'6f Ai 

other nature—he gives grace for obedience to the 
falth; and works in us both to will and to do of his 
. own good pleaſure; and this obedience is acceptable 
to him: but all that is extorted by the law, or that 
Tprings from nature, or any other principle but that 
of his own implanted grace, is rejected, as ſervice 
in the oldneſs of the letter, or as the eye · ſervice of 
T hypocrite, or the drudgery of a flave. Chriſt will 
not be ſerved i in the. chains of a galley, but with the 


"wings of a dove. OT 2 e BIT 118 _—_— 509. 
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not to be conferred. with; natural reaſon. is.c 


to faith, and hey that are in the fleſh, cannot ae 
nor are they the children of God. 


a Qvor: Secondly, A qoral ligation; as they are not 
only creatures, but creatures poſſeſſed with rationality, 
ans reaſoning, thinking faculties. 


Axsw. : The Jewiſh, aha abode. by. this 
moral obligation, and exerted their ſtrongeſt facul- 
ties both in reaſoning and thinking; but they always 
reaſoned wrong, nor did they ever think right; and 
therefore God hid his myſteries from them. Beſides, 
the carnal mind i is enmity, and, the law, worketh 
wrath: 1 that no buſineſs can go on to purpoſe 
While theſe two are contending ; until ſovereign 
grace. ſubdues the latter, and delivers us from the 
former, in. order that we may /erve Cod in newneſs of 
the Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter; and wor- 
ſhip God in the beauty of holineſs, and not with an 
hypocritical worſhip, enforced by legal threatening, 
or extorted by ſervile fear. As for depraved Ra- 
tionality, ſhe very often loſes herſelf in divine myſ- 
teries. She muſt look before ſhe leaps, and com- 
prehend the end before ſhe begins the work, A 
divine warrant is not ſufficient for her, I have read, | 
in Dr. Prieſtley's works, of his propagating a ra- 
tional Chriſtianity ; but it is viſible that incompre- 
henſible myſteries, which are the heights of heaven, 
and deeper than hell (Job xi. 8), have quite drown- 
ed the doctorand all his farionality together. Strong 

| reaſons 
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reaſons are often brought forth againſt the King of 
Jacob. Iſa. xli. 21. Faith muſt reaſon, if any good 
be done by reaſoning. Faith, like a good ſervant, 
goes when ſhe is bid, and comes when ſhe is called. 
y faith Abraham obeyed, and went out, not knowing 
whither be went—which to depraved rationality is a 
wild. gogſe chaſe, and to carnal reaſon fooliſhneſs. All 
our thoughts muſt be brought into captivity to the 
obedience of Chriſt, or elſe we ſhall never think 
foberly, as we ought to think. © Rationality, with 
her grand reaſonings and thinkings,” muſt be kept 
within bounds, like a reſtive horſe; and that not 
| by a moral precept, but by reſtraining grace, if 
ever the ſinner be admitted to fellowſhip with Chrift. 
The goſpel is calculated and publiſhed to ftain the 
pride of all glory, to take the wiſe in their own craf- 
tineſs, to bring into contempt all the honourable of 
the carth, and to puzzle the wiſe and prudent; and, 
though it is 7he wwi/dom of God in a myſtery, yet it is 
to them that periſh fooliſhneſs. This wiſdom is to diſ- 
play the riches of divine grace, to the glory of God 
and the humiliation of the ſinner ; and not to ag- 
grandize Rationality, with her train of vain reaſon- 
ings and free-thinking ; but to put her at the foo7- 
Aol, as altogether incapable of the chair in theſe 
matters: F any man will be wiſe, let him become a fool, 
that he may be wiſe—which to the carnal reaſoner and 
free-thinker is a contradiction in terms, and an irra- 
tional ſpeech, My reader muſt take theſe treble. 
— together, and then he will ſee what the 
wiſe 
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wiſe man's threefold cord, which is not quickly 
broken, means; which in this book is called the 
bands and cords of Zion's King, which the phariſees 
broke aſunder, and caſt from them. Pal. ii. 2, 3. 
But ſurely, if it had been the threefold cord of the 
wiſe man, they would not have broken it ſo eaſily. 
Fallen nature, however, furniſhes out the main 
band ; the broken law the next ; and; as for grace, 
that only brings up the rear. Fallen nature, ia her 
| low eftate, contributes her cord towards the ſupport 
of this kingdom, which is not of this world: the 
law, which is weak through the fleſh, affords great 
aſſiſtance to the kingdom of grace, which is not of 
works, either in whole or in part; nor in word, 
much leſs in a killing letter: and, though the ſpi- 
ritual obligation is brought in laſt, yet the dominion 
of grace is not of this world, nor is the firſt obliga - 
tion from men: nor is the moral law any band of 
it, for the kingdom is ſpiritual, not legal: it is not 
in word, but in power; in righteouſaeſs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; neither of which is from fleſh 


and blood, nor from but from e grace 
in Chriſt. 1 * 


Quor. And, thirdly, a ſpiritual obligation. 


Ausw. The firſt, the grand, and the moſt noble 
tie of the kingdom of grace, is here repreſented to 
be A natural obligation” —our being creatures 
formed. out of the duſt, This is the law of heathens;z 

| who 
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who, are a law ta themſelves, and ho ſin without, 
the, moral, law, and ſhall periſh without law,; and 
thoſe, heathens who cleaved to this law were the 
greateſt enemies to the goſpel. The ſecond is the 
law of Moſes, which the bond-woman and her chil- 
dren. are under, who ſin in the law, and ſhall be 
judged. by the law. The phariſees, who cleaved to 
this obligation, were the, people that imagined a vain 
thing, who broke Zion's bands aſunder, and caſt 
her cords from them. The third is a ſpiritual obli- 
_ gation,. This is of grace and truth, which came by 
Jeſus Chrift. And I believe that the bond of the 
covenant of grace, and perfect liberty by the law of 
truth, will produce more good fruits, in one faint, 
: to the glory of God, than ten thouſand volumes of 
ſuch doctrines as theſe will in the whole bulk of 
Maria's gentle readers. The covenant of grace 
makes a miniſter fruitful in good works, and fruitful 
in ſpiritual converts; as is declared by the teſtimony 
of God: My covenant of life and peace was with Levi; 
and I gave them to him, for the fear wherewith he 
feared me, and was afraid before my name. The law 
of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity was not found 
in his lips. He walked with me in peace and _ 
and did turn many away from iniquity. Mal: ii. 5, 6 
Hence it appears that the covenant of life and n 
| and the law of truth, did not lead him to licentiouſ- 
neſs, but made him a good and uſeful man. * Neither 


the law of heathens, nor ride law of M oſes i is the rod 
| of 
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of Chriſt's ſtrength, which was ſent out of Zion, and 
by which he rules in the midſt of Jeruſalem. . Nei- 
ther of theſe obligations make his ſubjeAs a willing 
People, Plal. cx. 2,3; but the power of grace diſ- 
played. 


Quor. As for me, ſays Paul, I am determined to 
know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, God forbid that I ſhould 
glory, fave in the croſs of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt. But he 
alſo adds 4 am not without Jaw to Cad, but under the law 

to Chri ae Bp 


Answ. But what law was that which Paul had 
to God? Was it the law of works? „ No,” faith 
Paul; © we are delivered from the law; we are not 
under the law, but under grace. And ſo ſaith the 
apoſtle's quotation I will put my laws into their 
hearts, and in their minds vill I write them; and their 
fins and iniquities will { remember no more. Heb. x. 
16, 17. And what laws are theſe ? Are they the 
law. of Moſes or the law of heathens ? * Nay,” faith 
Paul, “ neither of them.” For God, finding fault 
with them, ſaith, -Behold, the days come when I will 
make a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with 
the houſe of Fudah : not according to ibe covenant that 
1 made with their fathers in the day when T took them 
by the hang, to lead them out of the land of Egypt ; be- 
cauſe they continued not in my covenaut, and I regarded 
them not, ſaith the Lord. Here i is a new goyenant; 
and, in that be faith, 4 new covenant, be hath made 


| WAR old. Heb. Ke Ag The n the Pro- 
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phets wwere until Jobn, faith Chriſt : ſince that time the 
kingdom of God is preached, and every man preſſeth into 
it. Luke xvi. 16. And it is thoſe, and only thoſe, 
who feel the terrors of the moral law, and the ac- 
cuſations of the law of nature, that preſs into this 
Kingdom, | 


Quor. I am under the law to Chriſt, ſaith Paul. 


Axsw. But what law was that, in Chriſt, that 
Paul was under? He is of age; he ſhall ſpeak for 
| himſelf; For the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt 
Feſus hath made me free from the law of ſin and atath. 
Rom. viii. 2. Here Paul tells us that the Holy Spi- 
rit hath a law, as the goſpel is called the miniſtry of 
the Spirit; and that this law of the Spirit is in Chriſt 
Jeſus; and that the operation of it on Paul's heart 
made him free from the deſtroying power of the law 
of ſin, and from the binding and damning power of 
the law of death, engraven on tables of tone: or, in 
other words, this law of the Spirit made Paul free 
from what you call natural and moral obligations; 
which are the miniſtrations of death. 


Qvor. For I delight in the law after the inner man. 
Aww. Paul was renewed in the ſpirit of his 
mind. The new covenant (not the old) was put 
into Paul's heart, and in his mind had the Lord 
written it: and with his renewed mind he ſerved 


_ law of God; for Paul ſerved in netneſs of the 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter. Being made 
free from the miniſtration of death engraven on 
ſtone (Rom. viii. 2), which, he fays, worketh 
wrath (Rom. iv. 15), he was enabled to perform 
ſpiritual ſervice. And, as the law of the Spirit in 
Chriſt revealed to Paul an imputed righteouſneſs 
adequate to the law, and produced true holineſs in 
Paul, which the law requires; and the love of God 
ſhed abroad in his heart, which the law calls for; 
Paul knew by theſe things that the righteouſneſs of 
the law was fulfilled in him, though not ) him; 
therefore he could do no leſs than love this law of 
the Spifit after the 1 inner man. 


. What 3 The end law. Soria lay, the 
law of love. And I grant it; for the moral law and the 
law of. loye are ſynonymous terms, and mean one and the 


ſelf. ſame thing. 


. TTY Axsw. If the _ law, engraven on tables of 

ſtone, is the law of love, then no great thanks can 
be due to him who redeemed them that were under 
this law; nor are we much indebted to free grace, 
which delivered us from it. For what yoke can be 
ſo eaſy as this law of love? Not the Saviour's yoke, 
for that is attended with a daily croſs, and many ſips 
of the bitter cup, which this moral law of love doth 
not enjoin. I never knew till now that the moral 
law was ever called the law of love. God calls it a 
fiery law—that the fire of it was kindled in his an- 
ger — that it worketh wrath, and 1 is the miniſtration 
= D 2 of 
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of death and condemnation that thoſe who are of 
the works of it are under the curſe of it.; for 10 him 
that worketh the reward is reckoned of debt, which he 
can never pay; and which law is the ſtrength of 
fin, and will impriſon every ſuch debtor till the ut- 
moſt mite be paid; for heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
, a:2ay before one jot or tittle of the law ſhall fail; fail 
of its power, of its unlimited demands, or of the 
. execution of its dreadful curſes. Vain jangling, in- 
deed! The love of God in Chrift I eſus - the bond 
of the everlaſting covenant - the firſt fruit of the 
Holy Ghoſt—the conſtraining power of the law of 
the Spirit —is here palmed upon the law of Moſes ! 
Grace and truth, the effects of ſovereign love, came 
by Moſes; but Antinomianiſm and licentiouſheſs, 
according to this book, came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Such publications as theſe may ſerve to eaſe the 
minds of authors who envy the happineſs and ſucceſs 
of. God's, ſervants, They may ſerve to blscken 
their characters, to harden. carnal profeſſors againſt 
the grace of Chriſt, to ſtagger the minds of the 
ſimple, and to keep up the popularity of thoſe 
: whoſe emptineſs God is pleaſed to diſcover to his 
own children; but I believe en er will find 
the latter end to be bitternefſss. 
If a man, who had —_— hs hows. of his 
country, and who, was tried and condemned to death 
«by the fame, and who ſhould receive a free pardon 
from the ſovereign clemency of his king at the place 
of execution, ſhould aſcribe his pardon: to the me 


© 1 
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of the law, inſtead of the undeſerved love of his 
king; and attribute his ſalvation from death to the 
| Jaw that dealt the ſentence of death to him; he 
would not only ſhew the greateſt ingratitude to the 
grace of his ſovereign, but give ſufficient proof that 
he was touched with inſanity. The caſe is the ſame 
here. The law was added becauſe of tranſereſſion, that 
ſm by it might appear fin ; that the offence might abound; 
yea, that fin mght become exceeding ſinful; that every 
mouth might be topped by it, and the whole world be- 
come puilty before God; and that judgment might 
come upon all men unto condemnation. Here they all 
lie under the ſentence of death, and are children of 
wrath when grace finds them, And they are par- 
 doned; bur pardon is of the new covenant, not of 
the old, And they are juſtified ; but not through 
the law, but through the righteouſneſs of faith. 
And they are ſanctified; but not through nor by the 
law, for God doth not miniſter the Spirit by the 
works of the law, but by the preaching of faith. 
And they are ſaved; but ſalvation is not of works, 
for by grace are we ſaved, through faith, and that 
not of ourſelves. And we are glorified; but, if 
they that are of the law be heirs of glory, faith is 
made void, and the promiſe made of none effect. 
Salvation and glorification are of ſovereign” love. 
And, according to this book, the grand ſource of 
all is to be found in the law, for that is the law of 
love; conſequently thoſe which be of the law muſt be 

. "DI — 
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heirs 4 the law muſt have the Pres and man's 's boaſt= 
ing muſt be eſtabliſhed, . 


Quor. Neither Paul nor James had any idea that Ke 
moral law was abaliſhed and done away. ä 


Axsw. Nor did any real ſaint ever dream of the 
moral law being aboliſhed, until this book appeared; 
which tells us that “ the moral law has ceaſed to 
Exiſt as a covenant of works :” which is aboliſhing 5 
its commanding and condemning power; and is, in 
effect, mak ing it void, and doing it away. I ſay 
that we are redeemed from the condemning power 
of the law by the blood of Chriſt; and delivered 
from its commanding power (which is Do, and live) 
by the grace of God and the gift of righteouſneſs. 
The blood of the coyenant gives a ſatisfactory an- 
ſwer to the ſentence of the law, by declaring me re- 
deemed from death; and imputed righteouſneſs gives 
an anſwer to the precept of the law, by declaring 
the juli ſpall live by faith. And he that denies this 
denies the fatisfaftion of Chriſt, either by his active 
or paſſive obedience. Nor does preaching, this faith. 
make void the law, but eſtabliſh it. Redeeming 
my ſoul from death, and juſtifying me by faith, doth 
not aboliſh the law from its ſeat, but deliver my 
ſoul from its yoke, that I might ſerve God in truth, 
not with eye- ſervice; from a principle of love to 
him, not from the fear of damnation from him; in 


Fae newneſs of the Spirit, not in the oldneſs of the 
letter; 
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letter; from a ſenſe. of pardon, not from fear of 
, puniſhment; in the ties of gratitude, not in the 
ſhackles of torment; as a dutiful ſon, not as a. par- 
tial hireling. 1s the law againſt the N iſes 4 God ? 

| God forbid! 
Our preſent ſovereign 5 many W 
criminals, but he doth not aboliſh his laws by the 
acts of his grace; but thoſe who deſpiſe the acts of 
his clemency, and cleave. to the law that condemned 
them, muſt die, for the law can ſhew them no fa- 
vour. So thoſe that turn their back upon the law 
of faith, and go to the law of works, fall from 
grace, and Chriſt ſhall profit them nothing. If the 
righteouſneſs of the law be fulfilled in the man that 
walks in the Spirit, how can the miniſtry of the 
Spirit make void the law? If a woman capable of a 
numerous progeny marries, and lives ten years with 
a man, and all that time continues barren, ſhe con- 
tributes nothing, during all that period, towards po- 
pulating the nation to which ſhe belongs; and Wiſ- 
dom ſays, In the want of people is the deſtruction of the 
prince, But, if ſuch a woman's huſband die, and 
ſhe marries again, and, by the ſecond huſband, bears 
ten or twenty children, that are uſeful in the army, 
navy, or to ſociety ; does ſhe any injury, either to 
the government or laws of her country, by her fruit- 
fulneſs? Is ſuch an one entitled to the name of an 
outlaw, or an Antinomian, for this? I ſuppoſe not. 
The parallel holds good; for, when we were in tbe 
Hep, the motions of fins, which were by the law, did 
RES work 
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Whit in bur members Jo bring forth fruit unto" dtath. 
"Rom. vii: 5. Here is fruit brought forth unto 
death, but no fruit to the living God. The firſt 
huſband, by his killing operations, and by his gen- 
dering to bondage, which contracts the womb of 
the ſoul, inſtead of enlarging it, becomes a killing 
letter; and the barren ſoul becomes dead to that 
; deadly miniſtration, or to that huſband, and may be 
married to another. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alſo 
are berome dead to the lat by the body of Chrift ; that 
ye ſhould be married to another, even to him who is 
raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring forth fruit 
unto God (Rom. vii. 4), ſome an hundred fold, Jome 
fratty fold, ſome thirty fold. Matt. xiii. 8. 

The bond woman (with reſpect to God) is ſaid 
to be barren, becauſe ſhe brings not forth the fruits 
of the Spirit; nor does ſhe bring forth ſpiritual chil- 
dren to God, becauſe ſhe is not married unto him. 
With reſpe& to a divine huſband, ſhe is deſolate ; 
and, with reſpect to God, ſhe is barren. Yet ſhe 
brings forth fruit unto death in a twofold ſenſe. 
Firſt, Dead works. Secondly, Dead children. More 
are the children of the deſolate than the children of the 
married wife, ſaith the Lord. But then theſe chil- 
dren are in bondage to the miniſtration of death, 
under the ſentence of death, and bound down to the 
fear of death. And a miniſter of the letter is a dead 
man, and the letter of which he is the miniſter kill- 
eth; and his proſelytes are, as Chriſt ſays, the chil- 
dren of hell, baſtards, baſe-born, children of the 

5 fleſh. 
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fleſh. Theſe are not the children of God; but the cbil. 
dren of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed ; for in 
Adam all die. The decree of heaven has not brought 
forth ſuch a miniſter (Zeph. ii. 2); the- ſecret of 
election is not with him. Hence the divine pro- 
hibition ; He that hath his ſtones broken ſhall not be u 
prieſt. Lev. xxi. 20, 21. They that are broken off 
through unbelief, and are deſtitute of the ſecret 
myſtery of faith, are dead men, miniſters of the 
killing letter; and, though they and their proſelytes 


may have a name to live, yet the Saviour fays gg 
are dead. | 


- * 98 Some ſay, the law cannot be a pertect rule of 
conduct, becauſe it ſays nothing upon ſome ſubjects which 
are noted in the precepts of the New Teſtament. 


 Answ. The moral law mentions nothing of re- 
pentance towards God, nor does it accept it. The 
law is not of faith, nor is faith of the law: it neither 
deſcribes it, promiſes it, nor gives any information 
concerning it. But the good- will of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus does all this, and gives a man grace to per- 
form what God requires. And it is a pity that a 
diſpenſation which brings glory 10 God in the higheſt, 
on earth peace, and good-will towards men, ſhould 
have no better a name than that of Antinomian- 
iſm. I believe the law to be more than a rule 
of conduct to them that are under it; for Paul ſays 
that whatſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them that are 
under the law, It is to the bond-children a rule of 
2 work : 
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work: bat is written in the law ?—This het 
the commandments, | It is the rule of converſation: 
Thou ſhalt talk of this lato as thou lieſt down, and riſfeſt 
up; as thou goeſt out, and comeſt in. It is the rule of 
life: This do, and thou ſhalt live. It is the rule of 
righteouſneſs: This ſhall be our righteouſneſs, if we - 
obſerve to do all theſe commandments. Deut. vi. 25. 
It is there a perfect rule of conduct: F a man keep 
the whole law, and offend in one point, be is guilty of 
all: yea, curſed is be that continueth nat in all things, 
<oritten in the book of the law, to do them, It is a rule 
for the ſervant from firſt to laſt, and a rule to be 
continued in; and by this rule ſhall all the bond- 
children be judged at the great day. He that fin 2 
aeth in the law ſhall be judged by the law. 

But the myſtery of faith, the law of the Spirit, 
which comes from the good-will of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus, (which is one and the ſame thing) is the ſon's 
rule of life. It is the will of the Father that every 
ene that ſeeth the Son, and believeth on bim, ſhould have 
everlaſting life. The juſt ſhall live by faith; and by 
faith he-is to abide in Chriſt, that he may be fruitful; 
and by faith to receive from Chriſt's fulneſs grace 
and ſtrength to perform every good work. It is 
the ſon's rule of walk: 7 will lead them in a ſtraighi 
path, wherein they ſhall not flumble.—We walk by 
faith, not by fight. It is the ſon's rule of work: 7 
ill diret? their works in truth; which are the works 
of faith, labours of love, and patience of hope, in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. i. 3. The law is the 

aca rule 
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rule of the ſervant's life, walk, and conduct; and, if 
the believer is under it as ſuch a rule, the ſervant 
and the fon are both on a level, for the law is no 
more than a rule of life to the ſervant. Nor is this 
vain jangling, or enforcing the law as the believer's 
only rule of life, intended to promote holineſs and 
good works; nor do the maintainers of this doctrine 
exceed, or even come near, the ſtature of thoſe they 
oppoſe in good works. It is ignorance, or rather 
envy at the liberty and the happineſs of the experi- 
mental Chriſtian, and at the miniſters of the Spirit, 
that provokes them to it; or, as Paul ſays, “They 
creep in to ſpy out our liberty that we have in Chriſt, 
that they may bring us into bondage.” If the be- 
liever takes the law of Moſes upon him, will ic 
change or renew his ſoul ?- Nay, ſays: Paul, - while 
ve look 10 Jeſus, as through a glaſs darkly, we are 
changed into the ſame image, from glory to glory, as by 
the Spirit of the Lord. Hut, ꝛuben Moſes is read, the 
weil is fill upon the heart, Will taking the law on 
the believer ſerve to mortify the deeds of the body ? 
No. If ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye ſhall live. Will taking this yoke in- 
creaſe the Spirit of holineſs in the believer? No. 
He that miniſtereth the Spirit, and worketh miracles 
among you, doth he it by the works of the law? Nay, 
but by the preaching of faith. W. ill this yoke keep 
the believer from, or aſſiſt the believer againſt, ful- 
filling the luſts of the fleſh? No. Walk in the Spirit, 


and ye ſhall not full the * of the fleſh, Will this 
_ yoke 
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yoke of the law ſubd ve fin? No, Sin ſhall not have 
dominion over you. Why not? Becauſe ye are not 
under the lato, but under grate. Will this yoke of 
the law make the believer's ſervice more acceptable 
ro God? No. We are delivered from the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held; that wwe ſhould ſerve 
in the newneſs of the Spirit, and not in the olaneſs of the 
letter. Will this yoke of the law produce love and 
gratitude to God? No. The law worketh wrath ; 
for where there is no law there is no tranſoreſſim. It 
is the love of Chriſt that conſtraineth us. Will this 
yoke of the law furniſh the believer with love to his 
neighbour ? or will it promote brotherly love? No: 
it will rather lead them to ſeek pre-eminence. It 
does not exclude boaſting. We are taught of God 
to love one another; and it is the love of God in 
Chriſt, ſhed abroad in the heart by the Spirit, that 
is the bond of all perfectneſs among brethren. But 
does this love come from the law? or does it come 
by the law? Neither of them. God's love to us is 
the bond of the covenant of grace; and, when ſhed 
abroad in our heart, it is our bond of union to the 
Lord. This love is the firſt fruit of the Spirit; and 
is the main branch of the law of the Spirit which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, which makes us free from the law 
of fin and death. Will the believer's taking this 
yoke upon him increaſe his good works? No. He 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth 
forth much fruit. But will this yoke ſtrengthen the 
believer's union with the Lord? No. They that 
| | begin 
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begin in the Spirit, and then go to the lam, to be 
made perfect by the fleſn, fall from grace; Chriſt 
ſhall profit them nothing. But will the law help 
the believer, if we conſider the law as a joint worker 
with Chriſt? No. Abide in me, and I in you; far 
without me ye can do nothing. Will this law enlarge 
the believer's heart? No: it genders ta bondage; 
begets ſervile fear, accompanied with a train of tor- 
ments, which nothing but covenant love can caſt 
out. Fear hath torment. He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love; for norfelt love cafteth out fear. 
Will. this yoke make the believer abound in good 
works | ? No. I /aboured more abundantly than they all x 
pet not I, but the grace of Cod, which was with me. 
Will:this yoke produce ſelf-abhorrence? No. When 
God makes, or rather reveals, the new covenant to 
the ſinner ; pardons him; gives him a new. heart and 
a new ſpirit; and by, grace appears pacified toward 
him; then he remembers his own evil way, which 
was not good; and loaths himſelf in his own fight 
for, his iniquities. The law will never reconcile a 
man to the juſtice of God; but pardoning mercy 
does. The terrors of the law ſtir up enmity, but 
grace ſlays it. The motions of ſin, which are by the 
law, work in the members t0 bring forth fruit unto 
death. But faith purifies the heart. The law fixes 
the veil upon the ſinger's mind; but the goſpel 
brings life and immortality to light. The law does 
not exclude boaſting; grace produces humility, 
The law ſtirs up enmity againſt God; grace fills a 
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man with enmity againſt fin. The terrors of the 
law will make Cain cry out againſt his puniſhment ; 
but grace makes a man cry out againſt himſelf and 
his wickedneſs. Legal convictions by the law work 
nothing but ſelf-pity; but grace works pity and 
compaſſion to the Saviour. Under the terrors of 
the law a man will juſtify himſelf, and cenſure his 
Maker; but by grace, through Chriſt, a man is led 
to condemn himſelf, and juſtify God. God appears 
guſt, and the juſtifier of him that believeth in Feſus, 
They that die under the law will plead their own 
merit at the bar of God: W/hen ſaw we thee an 
bungred, and did not give thee meat? or thirſty, and 
did not give thee drink? But the faints diſclaim the 
fruits of their faith, even though the Judge proclaims 
and approves them. 

1 know that the law calls for ghtcouſnels; holi- 
neſs, and love; but it is out of the fulneſs of Chriſt 
that all theſe muſt be received; and he that is unit- 
ed to Chriſt, and walks in union with him, walks in 
all theſe; for the moral law is ſwallowed up in the 
everlaſting goſpel. The merits of our Covenant 
Head anſwer every demand of the law for us; while 
the teſtimony of faith, and the fruits of the Spirit, 
give an anſwer to. every demand of the law in as. 
The righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled in them who walt 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. 

If the doctrine here advanced be Antihotmianfim, 
then let our opponents ſhew us what is goſpel. And, 
if this doctrine makes void the law, let them ſhew 
(73.55% | 4 | | u 8 | 
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us what doctrine that is that eſtabliſhes it. And, if 
leading the believer from union with the Saviour to 
the yoke of the law, and making that his only rule 
of life, walk, and conduct, eſtabliſhes the law; let 
them ſhew us in what ſenſe it does it. The ſaints“ 
fruits of faith, and labours of love, are acceptable 
to God through Jeſus Chriſt : but, ſo far are they 
from being a perfect righteouſneſs, according to the 
tenor of the old covenant, that even the righteouſ- 
neſs of Zion is but filthy rags, and the righteouſneſs 
of the apoſtle Paul but dung and droſs; and this 
righteouſneſs will never eſtabliſh the law. We efta- 
bliſh the law in the hand of Juſtice againſt every in- 
fidel; and as magnified in the heart of Chriſt to 
every believer; and by imputed righteouſneſs, and 
the love of the Spirit, in every child of God ; and 
with all its requirements, and in full force, againſt 
every ſinner out of Chriſt; and in the ſouls of all 
the damned in hell. And, if theſe are not its pro- 
per baſes, let our opponents ſhew us any other. 
But making the law the believer's only rule of life 
eſtabliſhes it no where, nor in any ſenſe. ' Love is 
called the fulfilling of the law, and by imputed righ- 
teouſneſs and the ſpirit of love it is fulfilled in the 
ſaint. But, if walking in the Spirit will not an 
ſwer the demands of the law, it can hardly be thought 
that bringing our necks under the yoke of the letter 
can anſwer the requirements of the goſpel, which 
calls for ſervice in the newneſs of the Spirit, and not 
in the oaneſs of the letter. God has made ample pro- 
85 | viſion, 
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viſion, in the covenant of grace, both for holineſs, - 
happineſs, and good works; and furniſhes us with 
the former to make us fruitful in the latter. . For by 
grace are ye ſaved, through faith; and that not of your- 
ſelves; it is the giſt of God. | Not of works, ſt any 
man ſhould boaſt : for wwe are his workmanſhip, created 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained prepared] that we ſhould walk in them, Eph. 
ü. 8, 9, 10. For my own part, I have watched 
many who traduce the grace of God, as tending to 
licentiouſneſs, and the preachers of it as Antinomi- 
ans; and who extol themſelves, and their own righ- 
teouſneſs and good works, very highly, and make 
great pretenſions to the law; whoſe lives are no ex- 
ample to good men far from it. Nor do they al- 
ways conceal their inward enmity even againſt the 
ſovereignty of God himſelf, but often arraign it, and 
his juſtice too, at the bar of reaſon. They think the 
Almighty. is juſt ſuch an one as themſelves; they hate 
his decrees; are envious at the objects of his choice; 
and ſpy out, in order to ridicule and bring into con- 
tempt, the liberty which, they have in Chriſt Jeſus : 
and by which they plainly ſhew that they have no 
real love to God, nor to the real children of God; 
and therefore their works are little worth, neither 
ſpringing from a good root, nor directed to a 4 
nn 


6 + There is fu Tr but a. corrupt, or vile 
ö affections, in bond children. They are ſtrangers to 
j the ſpirituality of the law, ſtrangers to the yoke of 
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it, and to the bondage that it genders; and are 
haters of the power of godlineſs; and they miſre- 
preſent others as erroneous who preach the truth, 
while themſelves publiſn nothing but ſelf-contradic- 
tions and lies. © That the moral law has ceaſed. to 
exiſt as a covenant of works”: is a damnable falſe- 
hood. No hint of it is given in all the Bible. This 
is the worſt branch of Antinomianiſm that ever was 
publiſned. Chriſt is the end of the lam for righteouſ- 
neſs : not only the fulfilling end, but the grand end of 
the law is anſwered in and by him. And the ſame. 
end is anſwered and fulfilled by a work of grace in 
us. We are redeemed from under the law, are de- 
livered from the law, and are under grace, and not 
under the law. But the law is ſtill what it ever was. 
—an everlaſting, unalterable, unrepealable law; 
and a covenant of works in every ſenſe ; and to him 
that works under it the reward is (till reckoned of debts 
But theſe baſe Antinomians, who have bereaved the 
law of all its power, and ſo have deſtroyed it, cry 
out The believer is under the law to Chriſt.” 
Then J aſk wherein the child of God differs from 
the baſtard ? Is not every phariſee in the nation un- 
der the lato to Chriſt ? Is not the Saviour the king of 
nations, and God of the whole earth? Has he not 
power over all fleſh, that he may give eternal life 
to as many as the Father hath given him? Is not 
all judgment committed to him? Is he not the 
Judge of quick and dead? Are not all men ac- 
countable to him? Is he not the maſter of the ſer- 
| E 1 
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vant, as well as Father of the children? Do not 
kings reign, and princes decree juſtice, by him ? 
He is the maſter of Judas, as well as lord of the 
houſehold. He will open the book of the law, the 
book of conſcience, and the book of life. He is a 
Juſt God and a ſaviour ; and will bleſs the children 
of the free woman, and curſe the bond woman and 
her children. One is under the bleſſing of Zion, 
and the other under the curſe of Sinai. Theſe are 
Ebal and Gerizzim, which bear the Bleſing and the 
curſe. By the book of the law will one be judged, 
and by the book of life the other. Thus all the non- 
elect are under the law to Chriſt. But the believer is 
under grace to Chriſt : it is be law of the ſpirit of life 
in Chriſt that makes the believer free from the law of 
death engraven on tables of flone. There is a law of 
life in Chriſt's heart to the believer; and the law of 
Moſes is in the Saviour's hand to the infidel. And 
it is a covenant of works ſtill—ic works bondage in 
the believer who looks to it, and wrath and death in 
the ſinner that is under it. And of this working 
power it never was, nor ever ſhall be diveſted. 
The rod of Chriſt's ſtrength, by which he rules his 
ſaints, or his powerful rod, is the goſpel. You may 
call it the good-wwill of God in Chriſt Jeſus, which is 
the ſaint's rule. Or you may call it the law of the 
Spirit in Chriſt, under which (Paul ſays) the believer 
is. Or you may call it the new covenant, written 
in the mind, and put in the heart, of the faint, 
which is (as Paul ſays) the believer's law to God: 
0 which 
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which law, or covenant, is ſaid to be new, and not 
according to the old; and is the covenant of grace, not 
of works; and under grace the believer is, and not 
under the law. Or you may call it the law of faith, 
which excludes boaſting. Or yeu may call it the 
perfect law of liberty; and he that looks into it, and 
continues therein, ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. This 
law brings glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace, 
and good-will towards men. This is ſound” doc- 
trine, this is pure goſpel, this is doing the work 
of an evangeliſt. But as for this Treatiſe of vain 
jangling, what does it confute ? what does it eſta- 
bliſh ?—Nothing but the ignorance and fooliſhneſs 
of the authors. 

Firſt, They tell us that © Chriſt | is ase Janbti 16. 
ce cation to his people, in his kingly office, by the 
“gift of the Spirit.” Which is ſanctification by the 
Holy Ghoſt inſtead of ſanctification by the blood of 
Chriſt. Here they ſet aſide perfect ſanctification vid 
| his grand facrifice as a prieſt, | 

Secondly, They tell us that © Perſonal Union is 
te wrought in the ſoul by Faith.” Which is putting 
that upon a grace of the Spirit which is done by 
God the Father only. 
Thirdly, We are told that The Righteouſneſ 
ce of Chrift comes from his Prieſtly Office.” Which 
righteouſneſs was wrought out, or was performed, 
in his life, by his active obedience as a ſervant and 
ſurety; and which work the Saviour ſaid was finiſned 
before he offered himſelf as a prieſt. John xvii. 4. 
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Fourthly, We are told that © The believer is de- 
te livered from the love and power of all ſin—but 
ce that the net man is taken captive by ſin.” 

Fifthly, That * The Law has ceaſed to nit as 
« a Covenant of Works.” This is called © A 
« grand Truth;” which, by the . is an abo- 
minable lie. 

Sixthly, This grand truth, of the law n to 
exiſt as a covenant of works, is denied, by aſſerting 
that * The Law is without any Variation.” 

_ Seventhiy, That“ T he Moral Law, and the Law 

« of Love, are ſynonymous terms, and mean one 
 « and the ſame thing.” That is, that the bond of 
the covenant of grace, which came by Jeſus Chriſt, 
is the main branch of the law of death engraven on 
tables of ſtone, which was given by Moſes, This 
is robbing the maſter to enrich the ſervant ;. leſſen- 
ing grace to the honour of works. | No wonder 
the Pſalmiſt called the law a trap; which muſt 
needs be true with a witneſs, when hypocrites Sail 
it with the firſt bleſſing of the everlaſting goſpel, 
on purpoſe to entangle the ſaint in the yoke of 
bondage. 

Thou haſt a full view here, Reader, of real or- 
thodox doctrines, by which the Antinomians are un- 
maſked. This is the vain jangling that confutes 
error, undeceives the deceived, and eſtabliſhes the 
law. They tell you that the law is the believer's 
only rule of life, walk, and conduct ; but only with 


the allowance of this © grand and glorious Truth,” 
namely, 
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namely, © that it has ceaſed to exiſt as a Covenant 
« of Works;” and, therefore, has no power to 
command works to be done, nor any power to con- 
demn the ſlothful, who does nothing. The law has 
ceaſed to exiſt with reſpect to works, that it may be 
ſubſtituted as the bond of the covenant of grace. 
This is deſtrdying the law for ever, and eſtabliſhing 
the goſpel upon the deſtruction of it. Now our 
authors are going on to palm the commands of 
Chriſt, or laws of Zion, upon the law of Moſes, 
and mount Sinai, without any regard to the terms 
of the new covenant, new ordinances, or new ſervices. 
So that you may take circumciſion inſtead of baptiſm ; 
the paſſover inſtead of the Lord's ſupper ; ſervice in 
the oldneſs of the letter inſtead of the newneſs of the 
Spirit; and the works of the. law inſtead of the work 
of faith, labour of love, and patience of hope ! 


Qvor. The church owns Chriſt for her King, as well 
as her Prieſt ; her Maſter, as well as her Saviour. She 
takes his yoke upon her; and feels herfelf under the ſtricteſt 
obligations of duty, love, and gratitude, to yield the molt 
filial, evangelical obedience to his commands, as well as to 
believe and rejoice in his gracious promiſes. 


 Answ. All this is true; though the authors, by 
experience, know neither what they /ay, nor what 
they mean. © The church owns Chriſt as a King,” 
becauſe the dominion of grace 1s ſet up in her heart; 
and ſhe is not under the law, but under grace. She 

5 can 
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can do no I than © own him as her Prieſt,” * 
cauſe he has redeemed her from under the law, and 
from the curſe of it; ſo that ſhe is neither under its 
commanding power nor dreadful ſentence. She 
* owns him for her Lord,” becauſe he has delivered 
her from the lordly power of the law; the accuſa- 
tions of Moſes, Satan, and ſin; ſaying, O Lord, 
our God, other lords beſides thee have had dominion over 
us; but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. 
Iſa. xxvi. 13. She loves him as a huſband, becauſe 
| ſhe is not under Moſes, who allowed of putting 
away, but under a covenant of eternal wedlock, by - 
which ſhe is betrothed in righteouſneſs, loving-kind- 
neſs, faithfulneſs, tender mercies, and for ever. She 
loves him as a Brother, becauſe ſhe is in the bro- 
therly covenant : ſo that he is her brother, who has 
ſucked the breaſts of her mother, which 1s not Ha- 
ear, nor yet Jeruſalem in bondage, but Zion, where 
he was born as well as ſhe. She loves him as a 
Friend, becauſe ſhe is reconciled, and the myſteries 
of the kingdom are revealed to her—but, as to 
bond-ſervants under the law, they know not what 
their Lord doth. „ She loves him as her Maſter,” 
becauſe ſhe is partaker of the fruits of the Spirit be- 
fore ſhe labours. She takes his yoke upon her in- 
deed, which ſhe finds to be light; and ſtands in her 
liberty, unleſs falſe brethren bewitch her, as they 
did the Galatians, who were entangled by them, and 
brought again into bondage; her adherence to which 
is both her folly and her loſs. If ſhe © feels herſelf 
| « under 
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ic under the ſtricteſt obligations of duty, love, and 
* gratitude, to yield the moſt filial, evangelical obe- 
« dience to his commands,” how can ſhe be juſtly * 
charged with Antinomianiſm, or licentiouſneſs, for 
this her obedience to the faith; this ſervice in the 
newneſs of the Spirit; or. for theſe works of faith, 
labours of love, and patience, of hope? 


Quort. If ye keep my commandments, ye ſhall abide in 
my love, even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and 
abide in his love. 


Answ, This proves that there is a manifeſt di- 
ſtinction between the commandments of a killing 
letter and that commandment which is eternal life. 
The one is the Father's commandment, which was 
given by Moſes: the other is the life-giving com- 
mand, which is of grace, and which came by Jeſus 
Chriſt. The one is a command given to us to work 
for life; the other is a command given to Chriſt, 
to give us that life which man could never earn, and 
which the law could never give. Upon mount Tion 
hath God commanded the bleſſing, even life for evermore. 
Pſal. cxxxiii, 3. Here is a Sleſing commanded to 
be given to Zion, the elect of God; and this bleſſing 
is life for evermore, But then to whom was this 
command given? I anſwer, To Jeſus, the great 

king, whom God ſet upon his holy hill. This bleſſ- 
ing, and this life for evermore, were given to him. 
God ſent his Son Feſus Chriſt to bleſs us, by turning us 
from our evil way, © Yea,” faith Chriſt, He gave 
E 4 me 


72 THE BROKEN CISTERN, 


me a Commandment what I ſhould ſay, and what I 
ſhould ſpeak ; and I know that his commandment is life 
"everlaſting ; or, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, life for evermore. 
But then why is it called à commandment ? Becauſe 
the Saviour, in obedience to his Father's will, by 
his own powerful voice, ſpeaks life to the dead ſin- 
ner's ſoul; at which voice the ſting and ſentence of 
death both depart, and life and immortality are 
brought to life through the goſpel. Such ſouls hear 


the voice of the Son of God, and live; yea, they 


paſs from death to life, and ſhall never come into con- 
demnation. Lazarus, come forth ! ſays the Saviour. 
Here is a life-giving command, and a reſurrection 
immediately enſues. And when I paſſed by thee, and ſaw 
thee polluted in thine own blood, I ſaid unto thee, Live! 


Yea, I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy blocd, 


Live! Frzek. xvi. 6. It is one thing for Chriſt to 
fay to a dead ſoul, Live! and it is another thing for 
the Father to ſay, This do, and thou ſhalt live! Be- 
ſides, the law never held forth eternal life : for, had 
' there been a law given that could have given life, verily 
righteouſneſs ſhould have come by the law. Life in 


Eden was all that was intimated to Adam before the 


fall; with the loſs of which he was threatened, in 
caſe of diſobedience. Length of days, in the land 
of Canaan, was all that the moral law held forth to 
Iſrael. Life eternal was to come by that Prophet 
which Moſes foretold; and nothing leſs than deſtruc- 


tion was threatened to them who ſhould refuſe to 


obey the voice of that prophet. - 
As | Before 
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Before people fit down to unmaſk what they call 
Antinomianiſm, it is neceſſary that they ſhould have 
ſome inſight into the ſcriptures of truth; and not 
deſtroy the law as a covenant of works; and then 
build the law of love, and the life-giving command- 
ment of the goſpel, upon its deſtruction. The 
commandment of Zion, and the commandment of 
Sinai, are two diſtinct things. The ſcriptures re- 
veal two diſtinct mothers, and their children compoſe 
two diſtinct families. God is a father to the one, 
and a maſter to the other. He has commanded the 
bleſſing of life for evermore upon mount Zion. 
And to the children of Zion Wiſdom ſpeaks thus: 
My jon, keep thy father's commandment, and forſake not 
the law of thy mother. Bind them continually upon 
thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. When thou 
goeſt it ſhall lead thee; when thou ſleepeſt it ſhall keep 
thee ; and when thou awakeſt it ſhall talk with thee. 
Prov. vi. 20, 21, 22. This proverb ſpeaks to us 
as to children; it ſpeaks to the children of God, not 
to the bond children; for Chriſt palmed them upon 
another father. And we are exhorted to keep our 

Father's commandment—commandment 1a the ſin- 
gular number; which commandment 1s not the 
moral law, for then it would have been in the plural, 
for they are ten. This commandment of the Father 
is called the law of our mother ; but neither Hagar, 
Sinai, nor Jeruſalem in bondage, are our mother. 
We muſt not look to either of them. We muſt 
look unto Abraham our A and to Sarah that 

| bare 
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bare us; for. Gad called him alone, and blefſed him, 
aud increaſed bim. And'it is clear that the bleſſing 
of eternal life was given by God our Father to Abra- 
ham and Sarah, who are the father and mother of 
us all. This law of our mother Sarah was not gra- 
ven on tables of ſtone, but on the fleſhy tables of 
her heart. This law (Wiſdom fays) is to be bound 
upon the heart. It is a girdle of truth, that keeps 
the mind and heart from departing from God. It 
is to be tied about the neck. It keeps the ſoul in 
union with the Covenant Head: I ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye ſhall aſt what ye will, 
and it ſhall be done unto you. John xv. 17. hen 
thou goeft it ſhall lead thee. The moral law, in the 
hand of Juſtice, is a driver; but the law of the Spi- 
rit of life, or the law of faith in the hand of the Spi- 
rit of promiſe, is a leader. The Spirit leads us into 
all truth; and Truth leads us into liberty, and to 
free acceſs to God. When thou fleepeft it ſhall keep 
#hee. The law of faith, in the hand of the Spirit, is 
aà keeper. Truth is the faint's ſhield and buckler. 
Protection is promiſed in this Jaw ; and we are kept, 
by the power of God, through it: through faith are 
we kept to ſalvation. And when thou awakeſt it ſhall 
fall with thee. This life-giving commandment has 
a voice of power, and differs much from a voice of 
words. The Spirit ſpeaks in this law to the heart. 
The word dwells richly in the believer ; inſomuch 
- that his heart teacheth his mouth, and addeth learn- 
ing to his lips. In ſhort, it is the word of reconcili- 
ation, by which we are brought to have fellowſhip 
e with 
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with the Father, and with the ſon Chriſt Jeſus: 
while thoſe who are under the law find a barrier upon 
their heart, which keeps them at their proper diſ- 
tance; and a boundary placed round the mount, that 
they may not attempt to gaze, leſt the Lord break 
through upon them. N | 


Qyvor. Hereby we do know that we know him, if we 

| keep his commandments. He that ſaith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the trath is 
not in him. But whoſo keepeth his word, in him verily 
18 che love of God perfected. 


Axsw. If this quotation be true, my doctrine 
muſt be right. The Saviour's commandments, or 
ſayings, are here called his word; and he that keep- 
eth it the love of God is verily perfected in him; 
or, as Chriſt ſays, He that hath my word, and keepeth 
it, he it is that loveth me, and he ſhall be loved of my 
Father. Then, according to this quotation, the 
penitent ſinner, who receives the word in the light 
of it, in the faith of it, and in the love of it; and 
ſtands faſt in it, abides by ir, and holds it faſt ; is the 
man in whom the love of God is perfected. This 
is the life and ſoul of my doctrine, and it is true. 
But then theſe commandments, which are here 
called the word, are not the motal law, not a voice 
of words, nor the killing letter, but the word of life. 


For the law is ſo far from NN the love of 
God 
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God i in a man, that it works wrath 1 in him; or, + as 
Free a: ns 
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and therefore perfects nothing. The TY made no- 
thing perfect; but the bringing in of a better hope did; 
by the. which wwe draw mph unto God. I do not ſay 
that the law is not the only rule of life to the authors 
of this book; for, by their oppoſition to the goſpel, 
1 think it is. But then they ought not to ſet this 
rule of the ſervant before the children of God: for, 
if they are to ſerve God in the newneſs of the Spirit, 
and not in the oldneſs of the letter, one would think 
that the new covenant muſt furniſh the new-born 
ſoul with a new rule of this new ſervice. And it is 
Clear that we are delivered from the old yoke, that 
we might take the Saviour's yoke upon us; yea, we 
are delivered from the works of the law, that we 
might receive grase for obedience to the faith (Rom. i. 
5), = accordin g to the commandment of the everlaſting God, 
7 4 known among all nations for that purpoſe, (Rom. 
26. = And, if obedience to the faith is re- 
1 faith. muſt be the rule of obedience. And, 
If men are to be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion from the preſence of God, and from the glory 
of his power, for not obeying the goſpel of our Lord 
"Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt be a rule rejected by ſuch vain 
ö janglers, otherwiſe it would not be juſt in God to 
_ + Puniſh fo ſeverely for diſobeying a law that is no rule 
of 
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of obedience. Every child of God hs has felt the 
force of the law, and his own weakneſs and vileneſs, 
and who has received the grace of God in truth, 
will ſee through the deception of theſe Antinomian 
correctors; for God permits moſt of his children, 
ſome time or other, to ſuffer by ſuch hypocrites 
— Jmiting them, and bringing them into bondage : but, 
after a little ſuffering in this way, their own teſti- 
mony will repel and ſhut out of their heart all ſuch 
vain jangling as this; for it is a doctrine that, as 


Milton ſays, 


Forces the Spirit of grace himſelf, 
And binds his conſort fer FORTS | hy 


And he Wen | 1 oe” 4 


What will they, but unbuild 

His living temples, built by faith to b 
Their own faith, not another's. | Us 
For who againſt faith and conſcience can be heard) 


[as infallible unmaſkers of Antinomianiſm :: 


. at 
„Vet many will preſume.” 25 $608 


But.ſure I am that the true diſciple of Jeſus will 
ſhew his faith by his works, not by the works of the 
law, for they are excluded: but he will ſnew his 
faith by the works of faith, and his love by the la- 
bours of love; and he will give you a reaſon of his 
hope by his experience, that worketh hope; and he 
will ſhew you his good hope through grace by the 
patience of hope. I believe ſuch productions as 
f | theſe 
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theſe which I am oppoſing are uſeful in one ſenſe ; 
that is, to diſcover thoſe profeſſors who are of the 
contrary part; and to harden ſuch againſt the grace 
of God who are conſcious to themſelves that they 
have no oll in their veſſels. Thoſe believers, as 
they are called, who were all zealous of the law of 
Moſes, were the perſons that attempted the life of 
Paul, and ſet Jeruſalem in an uproar : and thoſe of 
the ſame ſtamp are the greateſt enemies to the power 
of godlineſs in our days. I can mention an inſtance 
or two. | 1 
A profeſſor in this metropolis, who ſtood in a 
profeſſion for a number of years; and who wrote a 
cruel letter to me fourteen years ago, when I was in 
the midſt of many troubles ; became a moſt bitter 
enemy to me, without any juſt cauſe, except on 
account of my doctrine ; and made it his buſineſs to 
ridicule me, and prejudice the minds of many peo- 
ple againſt me: and when Maria took up her broom 
and mop againſt me, he had a feaſt indeed: he was 
as much comforted as Eſau at the thought of ſlaying 
his brother Jacob, becauſe God had willed him the 
blefling. He went to Mr. Brayne, potter, at Lam- 
beth, and to his wife, wonderfully enraptured. 
Maria had fully eſtabliſhed him that faith is uo rule 
of obedience, and that the law is the only rule of life. 
This is a doctrine that muſt ſuit thoſe who are deſ- 
titute of the faith of God's elect. In this he was 
built up and eftabliſhed; and faid I had met with 
my match, and what would I do now? He expected 
. | that 
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that my mouth would ſoon have been ſtopped, and 
all my doctrines fall to the ground. However, as 
the wiſe man faith, The joy of the hypocrite is but for 
a moment ; for ſoon after this God ſent the law home 
to his conſcience; and made his countenance pro- 
claim that he was in all the blackneſs, darkneſs, and 
tempeſts, of Sinai. He ſunk into deſperation : he 
fled to the ſalt water, which could by no means ex- 
tinguiſh the divine flame, nor afford ſtrength to ſup- 
port his body under it; for ſoon after he hanged him- 
/elf, as Judas did. I ſhall not mention names: this 
thing was not done in a corner. However, ſo end- 
ed a many years profeſſion, during which he had de- 
ceived thouſands ; but his end ſerved to undeceive 
thoſe who believe the Bible, which ſaith, Ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding: in him. 1 John 
111. 15. So true is the proverb, that The light. of the 
righteous rejoiceth when the lamp of the wicked is put 
out : they end in the darkneſs of Sinai, while the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs affords everlaſting day to the up- 
right in heart. | 
Another man, at Hertford, of the ho profeſſion 
as the former, received great eſtabliſhment by the 
doctrines of the law; and his zeal was ſo fired by 
the ſame, that he traduced me and my publications 
in amoſt dreadful manner, as if I lived in, and was 
an encourager of, all manner of vice and wicked- 
neſs: and not one that God had made my writings 
uſeful to in that country, but what ſuffered under 
the ſcourge of this man's tongue. And God per- 
i os os mitted 
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mitted him to go on for a conſiderable time. But a 
few weeks ago he diſcovered him in a more deſpi- 
cable, and more ignominious, way than the former. 
It is hard work, Reader, to kick, to be offend- 
ed, and to ſtumble, at Chriſt. In this way theſe 
doctrines of the law are made uſefu] ; but their au- 
thors will reap no comfort from them in a dying 
hour, nor yet at the bar of God. Now we go 
on again. | 


" Haar: As though the apoltle had ſaid, I lay down 
no new rule for you, as believers, to form your life and con- 
verſation by. I refer you to the od commandment, the ſame 
that was given you at the beginning.“ 


Answ. It is ſtrange, then, that we are made 
new creatures; are to ſerve in the newneſs of the 
Spirit; and yet no new rule to be obedient to, or to 
work by! And yet we are to be obedient to the 
faith, to walk by faith, and to work by faith; and, 
by abiding; faithful unto death, we are to receive the 
crown of life! This doctrine makes faith void, and 
the promiſe of God of none effect reſpecting life and 
converſation ; though, by the rule of faith, God 
works in us both to will and to do. But what is 
this old commandment that was given at the begin- 
ning? And what beginning was that when this old 

commandment was given? Was it the law given to 
Adam at the beginning of the world, or at the cre- 
ation? If ſo, the life-giving commandment was 
given long before that, and is a much older com- 
| mandment, 
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mandment, for it is from everlaſting. By your rule 
Adam was prohibited touching the tree of life ; but, 
by the rule that I contend for, we are commanded 
to eat and drink abundantly; that is, if we are 
friends to Chriſt, and are delivered from the law 
that worketh wrath. Or was this old command- 
ment, that you ſpeak of, given at the beginning f 
Chriſt's miniſtry? I trow not. When he opened 
his commiſſion he told the Jews that he was anoint- 
ed, and ſent ro proclaim liberty to thoſe that were 
bound and bruiſed by the law and fin. Or does 
John tell thoſe he wrote to that this old command- 
ment is the moral law? Could he, with any pro- 
priety, tell them of that generation, that they heard 
the law from the beginning? Were any of them at 
Sinai when the law was given? If ſo, they muſt have 
been far above fifty years old, for they muſt have 
ſeen Moſes. How do theſe novices plunder the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures, and make the inſpired penmen ſpeak 
nonſenſe! Let John give us his own explanation : 
Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an & 
old commandment, which ye had from the beginning, 
The old commandment is the word which ye have heard 
from the beginning, John ii. 7. This word is the 
Word of Life, which the apoſtles held forth, as goed 
Rewards of the manifold grace of God. This is the 
Word which God commanded to a thouſand genera- 
tions, God the Saviour gave the Word, and great 
was the company that publiſhed it; and John was 
85 F one 
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one of that company. John was a miniſter of the 
Spirit, not of the letter; a miniſter of the Word of 
Life, not of the killing letter; an evangeliſt, not a, 
legaliſt; a good ſteward of grace, not a fruſtrater of 
the grace of God. He ſtood and preached in the 
kingdom and patience of Chriſt: not telling the be- 
lievers to be circumciſed, and keep the law of Mo- 
ſes; ſubverting their ſouls, and bringing the old 
yoke on the diſciples neck, which neither they nor 
their-fathers were able to bear. [Read Acts, ch. xv.] 
If John had told the believers, to whom he wrote, 
that the law of Moſes was the only rule of their life 
and converſation, he muſt have written a new com- 
mandment unto them inſtead of an old one, and a 
commandment purely his own; for thoſe who 
preached, Yo muſt be circumciſed, and keep the law of 
Moſes, had no ſuch commandment given to them, 
neither by Chriſt, by the Spirit, nor by the whole 
|- aſſembly of apoſtles (Acts xv. 1, 28, 29); but were 
declared to be ſubverters of the ſaints. 107 this laſt 
votation, the Word of Life, which God ſent, 
preaching peace by Fe Fe efus Chrift; the old command- 
ment, which Chfiſt received in eternity, by which 
God commanded the bleſſing of life upon Zion 
for evermore; is here eſtabliſhed at Sinai. So that 
they which be of the law are under the bleſſing. 
The ſubſtance of the new covenant, which the 
a Spirit writes on the fleſhy tables of the heart, is 
, afreſh engraven tables of ſtone. And, in order 
nie 10 
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to make this glaring deception go down, they will, 
in the next place, offer violence to the law: for thus 
it follows— 


Opor. I refer hs to the old —— the ſame 


_ that was given you at the beginning. It is done away, in- 


deed, as a-coyenant of works. 


Answ, I read that the old veil of ignorance is 
done away in Chriſt ; but I never read that the law 
was done away. Chriſt came to fulfil it; the 
apoſtles preached to eftabliſh it. Chriſt is a juſt 
God and a Saviour; and all Adam's race, ſaints and 
ſinners, muſt and ſhall appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt, And he will appear as a juſt God 
with the book of the law, and pronounce the curſe 
from thence upon the bond ſervant, for it is a co- 
venant of works-to him. And he will appear with 
the book of life as a Saviour, and pronounce the 
bleſſing of life from that, as a covenant of grace. 
Thus the phari/ee and the believer will both be judg- 
ed according to their works. He that is of the 
works of the law will be tried by the book of the 
law; and he that is of the works of faith will be tried 
by the law of faith, and be proclaimed a good and 
faithful ſervant. But, as for the hypocrite in Zion, 
who has ſinned againſt the miniſtration of death, and 
likewiſe made the miniſtry of the Spirit a ſavour of 
death unto death, the Word that Chriſt hath ſpoken 
ſhall judge him. And, though be ſays the law of 
N is no rule, yet by that rule ſhall he be judged; 
1 and 
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and by that rule ſhall he be condemned as an hypo- 
crite and an unbeliever; and be caſt into outer dark- 
neſs, being found a hypocrite by the law of truth, 
and an unbeliever by the law of faich. The law is 
not done away as a covenant of works; it will en- 
tangle a fooliſh Galatian ſtill: and the weak be- 
liever, when deceived by theſe vain janglers, finds, 
to his ſorrow, that the law is a covenant of works 
ſtill; and genders to bondage ſtill, for it binds him 
hand and foot, as ſure as ever he goes to work by 
that rule, unleſs he perform a perfect taſk, which 
he never can; for, while he ſeeks to the law to be 
made perfect by the fleſh, Chriſt profits him no- 
thing ; and without Chriſt he can do nothing. In 
this quotation the law is indeed done away as a co- 
venaat of works. The next quotation brings it 
back, and ſets it in full force again. So true are 
Paul's words, that the teachers of the law know not 
what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. For thus 
it follows 47 


Qu or. If the law is ſo done away, as that the believet, 
do what he will, cannot fin, becauſe there is no law to 
forbid, and, by forbidding, render the action criminal ; 
why did the Holy Spirit dictate, under the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion, this ſeripture Mhoſoeuer committeth ſin, tranſgreſſeth 
alſo. the law, | for ſin is the tranſgreſſion of the lass? 


Axsw. I never heard that the law was done 
away till I read this iniquitous publication; in 
which the apoſtle John is made to ſay, The law 


cc is, 
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cc is, indeed, done away, as a covenant of works.” 
Which John never meant, and which J abſolutely 
deny. This vile book is intended to debaſe the 
goſpel, as no law of right and wrong. But, if 
faith be no law, then unbelief can be no tranſgreſ- 
ſion. The unpardonable ſin, doing deſpite to the 
Spirit of grace, trampling under foot the Son of 
God, can be no tranſgreſſion; for where there is no 
law there is no tranſpreſſion. But by the law of faich 
ſhall all theſe be found guilty, and ſhall be judged, 
and damned, without the moral law. I never heard, 
till I read this vile book, that the believer, do what 
he will, cannot ſin; nor did I ever hear, till this 
abominable piece appeared, that the goſpel was no 
rule of obedience, and that it was no rule or ſtand- 
ard to try an hypocrite or an infidel by, It is a 


perfect rule for the ſaint to work and live by; a rule | 


to try and judge a hypocrite by; and it has got the 
heavieſt ſentence annexed to 1t that ever dropped 
from the mouth of God. But if, as this book aſ- 
ſerts, the law has ceaſed to exiſt as a covenant of 
works, its commanding and condemning power is 
gone; and it can make no action criminal; for 
where there is no law there is no tranſgræſion. This 
is your own doctrine; and you have tacked about, 
and deſtroyed ir, and ſo made yourſelves tranſ- 
greſſors. 1 never heard, in all my life, that be- 
lievers could not ſin: I believe, in many things, 
they offend all. And when they do God proceeds 
againſt them by the laws of Zion, and corrects them 

Dy in 
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in a fatherly way. And he that is under the law 
tranſgreſſeth the law, and is proceeded againſt in a 
judicial way, And the hypocrite, by the law of 
faith, is dealt worſe with than the phariſee. The 
reprobate, that deſpiſed Moſes's law, died without 
mercy. Of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall 
be be thought worthy who hath trampled under foot the 
Blood of the Son of God ! When God makes inquiſi- 
tion for blood, he will not forget the hypocrite. 
The drift of this book is to render the law of faith as 
no rule. Hence it 1s hinted that it is inſufficient to 
diſcover ſin, and inſufficient to puniſh fin, without 
the law! Whereas the law of faith has got its ſen- 
tence as well as the law of works, He that con- 
tinues not in all things written in the book of the 
law, is curſed by that; and the hypocrite in Zion, 
who believes not, ſhall be damned for his infidelity, 
Which ſentence comes not from the moral law, for 
that is not of faith, but of works. Nor does it con- 
demn for not believing, but for not doing, Paul ſays 
the latter is worthy of the ſorer puniſhment, Hence 
it appears that the hypocrite tranſgreſſeth ſome Jaw, 
by the judgment of which a ſorer puniſhment ſhall 
be inflicted. Yea, it had been better (faith Peter) 
if ſuch had never known the right way; better they 
had continued under the old vail, than, after they 
bave known, to turn from the holy commandment de- 
livered to them ; for ſuch ſhall be beaten with many 
ſtripes. But, as to making the apoſtle ſay that 
ce the moral law is the old commandment, which 

| te he 
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et ne calls the Word which was preached from the 
« beginning; and that the apoſtle laid down no other 
rule but the law for the believer to live and converſe 
by; is, I fay, @ palpable lie, and a contradiction to 
every chapter in the New Teſtament, let our op- 
- ponents pick out what chapter they pleaſe. John 
tells us that the law was given by Moſes, but grace 
and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. The Word of 
Life, and the killing letter, are two things. If 
there be no rule but the moral law, the hypocrite 
will fare very well; for that condemns no man for 
diſbelieving, but for not doing. However, he will 
find damnation by another rule, and from another 
law: Chriſt's word, and not Moſes's nn mall 
condemn him. | 
Were I to extract one half of this piece, and put 
the other half againſt i it, there is not one aſſertion - 
but what itſelf contradicts. Who would ever have 
thought, that a man of ſenſe, a ſcholar, a divine, a 
tutor, a maſter or miſtreſs of arts, could ever publiſh 
ſuch inconſiſtencies, ſuch lies, ſuch nonſenſe, as this; 
and then call it a confutation of errors, to deceive the 
ſimple, harden the baſe, and injure them that _— 
love the Lord Jeſus! / 


or, Whoſoeyer? What can be a ſtronger ex- 
preſſion? It takes in Both the believer and unbeliever—* com- 
„ mitteth ſin””—it is in the preſent tenſe—** tranſgreſſeth alſo 
the law.” Conſequently, the law {till exi/ts, or elſe the 
apoſtle wrote nonſenſe; which none but an Antinomian 
can ſuppoſe. | 


F 4 | N Answ, 
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Axsw. In two former quotations it is aſſerted 
that © the law has ceaſed to exiſt as a Covenant of 
© Works;” and, © as a Covenant of Works, it is, 
ce indeed, done away.” But, in this laſt quotation, 
the law {till exit, or elſe the apoſtle wrote nonſenſe ; 
and then the Antinomian is repreſented as ſuppoſing 
what theſe blind authors have aſſerted. If Paul had 
not given a deſcription of a vain jangler, one never 
could have imagined that any perſons, ſober, and in 
their rationality, could have publiſhed ſuch ſelf· con- 
tradictions. 

John, in this laſt quotation, is made to peak 
what he never meant. In 1 John, chap. ii. the evan- 
geliſt is writing about two ſorts of people. Some 
were antichriſts, and went out of the church, and 
from the apoſtles, becauſe they were not of them, 
ver. 18, 19. Others had an unction that abode in 
them, and they needed not theſe falſe teachers to 
inſtruct them, ver. 27. In chap. iii. ver. 1, 2, 3, 
he writes to believers as the ſons of God; and ſays, 
Every one that hath this hope [of ſonſhip and heirſhip] 
in him, Purifieth himſelf, even as be is pure. Then, 
in ver. 4, he breaks off to the other claſs— I hoſo- 
ever committeth fin tranſereſſeth alſo the law, for fin is 
a tranſereſſion of the law, And by the word jo he 
makes ſuch hypocrites tranſgreſſors of ſome other 
law as well as the law moral. Jhboſo finneth hath not. 
feen Chriſt, neither known him. He that committeth fin 
is of the devil; ver. 6, 8. John makes the hypocrite | 
2 e pranſpredlvr in a twofold ſenſe ; * Whoſo tranſ- 


wy greſſeth 
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te greſſeth· [by apoſtacy] and abideth not in the doc- 
« trine- of Chriſt, hath not God.” Such an one is 
a tranſgreſſor againſt the goſpel of Chriſt, and he 
tranſgreſſeth alſo the law. The law is the miniſtration 
of death to him, and the goſpel is a ſavour of death 
unto death to him: he is curſed by the former, and 
damned by the latter. He that is under the law, and 
does it not, is curſed ; and he that hears the golpel, 
and believes not, ſhall be damned. 


Quor. This was written to believers ; and it is 2 ſtrong 
atteſtation, that the Jaw is not abrogated, but ſtill remain- 
ing in full force, as the rule of Wer 


Axsw. If the law has ceaſed to exiſt, and is n 

away, as a covenant of works, as you aſſert, you 
have abrogated it; for to command to do for life, 
and to condemn for not doing, is all the power it ever 
had: and, if it hath ceaſed to exiſt as a covenant of 
works, it hath no power to command to work, nor 

to condemn for not working, according to your doc- = 
trine. This is vile and damnable Antinomianiſm ; 
and is making void the law in every ſenſe, and eſta- 
bliſhes it in no ſenſe whatever. The word of God 
declares that he lau is not made for a righteous man. 
It is not made to rule, govern, or condemn, a man 
juſtified by faith; for he is ruled and governed by 
the grace of Chriſt. He is not under the law, but 
under grace. The law is made for the lawleſs and dif- 
obedient ; and we know that whatſoever the law ſaith it 
faith to them that are under the law, Here are the 
1 
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perſons deſcribed for whom this law is made; and 
they are not the righteous, but the lawleſs and diſ- 
obedient ; and the whole contents of the law are di- 
reed to them that are under it; but the rightevus 
are not under the law, but under grace.' But, if 
the moral law be the only rule of the ſaint's work, 
he muſt ſerve in the oldneſs of the letter. The 
works of the law, and not the works of faith, are 
what the believer muſt perform: and by the law 
muſt he ſtand or fall, and by it muſt his weakneſſes | 
be tried and puniſhed; and then wo to him, for 
Zion's own righteouſneſſes are but as filthy rags, 
which can never ſtand the teſt of the law, Nor can 
the law put up with one imperfect action, nor ſhew 
mercy to any that are in the leaſt imperfect. Faith 
and repentance paſs for nothing here. Perfection it 
will have, as itſelf is perfect. It can ſhew no 
mercy; it knows of none. It held Chriſt himſelf 
as a bond ſervant all his days: I ſay, as a bond ſer- 
vant. (Read and compare Exod. xxi. 32. Pſal. 
XX11. 20, 21. Zech. ix. 12.) The precept held him 
faſt till he came to his trial, and the /exzence held him 
faſt till he gave up the ghoſt.” . When he roſe from 
the dead he cried, Al hail! And be, that by faith 
finds reſt in his infinite ſatisfaction, ceaſes from his 
wwerks, as Cod did from his: he ceaſes from the 
works of the law, as God did from the works of 
| 1 creation, | 


Qror, | | 
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Qvor. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
| fn; for bis ſeed remaineth | in him, and he cannot ſin, 


 Answ, This is a contradiction of what you af- 
ſerted before. You ſay the believer is delivered from 
ſin, but the new man is taken captive by fin. If the 
faint is free from ſin, and the new man is a captive 
to fin, this ſeed can be of no uſe to the believer, but 
rather the belieyer ſhould. help this captive, I 
would to God that ſuch ignorant, unenlightened 
perſons, would never meddle with ſuch ſublime 
matters, and handle them in ſo vile a way. Talk 
about the ſeed of God—and then about the new 
creature, created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
falling a captive to the devil! O, what judicial 
blindneſs, confuſion, and hardneſs of heart, is this! 
What enmity againſt the goſpel, and the preachers 
of it, muſt rage in the breaſts of ſuch perſons, to 
drive them, over all bounds, into ſuch a deſperate 
frenzy as to plunder, pervert, miſconſtrue, and 
proſtitute the divine oracles of God to ſuch baſe 
purpoſes, as to deceive the ſimple, and injure (in 
the Lord's work) the faithful labourers of the vine- 
yard! However, as you have got a bridle in your | 
Jaws, cauſing you to err, go on, and, by God's 
help, I will follow you as long as I can hold a pen. 
You-are got into worſe than Egyptian darkneſs now, 
and the veil will gather faſter and faſter on your 
heels. But I find zhe path of the juſt ſpines more 
and more unto perfect day. Let me contend for 
6 = 
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the faith once delivered to the faints, and do you 
contend for the law; and our readers will ſoon ſee 
which is the burning and the ſhining light; for, by 
your darkneſs paſſing before, the true light will ſhine 
after it, 


Qvor. In Zacharias and Elizabeth, the father and 
mother of John the Baptiſt, we have a beautiful example 
of what the Chriſtian is, or, at leaſt, ought to be. It is 
ſaid of them, They were both righteous before God; 
walking in all the commandments of the Lord, blameleſs. 
Luke i. 6. | 


 Answ. The authors of this book can charge 
William Huntington with no more ungodlineſs, or 
ſinful walking, fince his converſion, than they can 
charge the above-mentioned perſons ; and yet.their 
whole drift is to repreſent me a Magus in doctrine, 
and a devil in life: however, they can never oyer- | 
throw the doArines that I hold. This laſt quota- 
tion juſtifies my doctrine; for, if they were both 
righteous, they were juſtified by an imputed righte- 
ouſneſs. And it is clear that the grace of God did 
not lead them into licentiouſneſs : for, as they walk- 
ed in the Spirit, they did not fulfil the luſts of the 
fleſh; for they walked in all the ordinances and com- 
mandments of the Lord blameleſs ; ſo that the righte- 
ouſneſs of the law was fulfilled in them, and grace 
taught them to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts. 
And this is what I aſſert. Bur, after all, this paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture ſerves my purpoſe much better than 
4 1 the 
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the purpoſe of my opponents. For, though the law 
of works had no charge againſt Zacharias, becauſe 
he was under grace, yet the law of faith had; which 
ſhews that faith is a rule of obedience : and his tranſ- 
greſſing that rule brought a ſore and a public judg- 
ment upon him: Behold, thou ſhalt be dumb, and not 
able to ſpeak, until the day that theſe things ſhall be per- 
formed; becauſe thou believeſt not my words, which 
ſhall be fulfilled in their ſeaſon. Luke i. 20. Is it not 
ſtrange that a good man, a ſaint of God, ſhould: be 
rebuked by an angel from heaven ; ſtruck dumb for 
nine months for his unbelief, or for tranſgreſſing the 
law of faith; and yet the law of faith (as this book 
ſuggeſts) is no rule of obedience; is no law to diſ- 
cover and forbid fin; no law to arraign the tranſ- 
greſſor of it; nor yet a law furniſhed with a ſentence 
to puniſh the diſobedient thereto | However, though 
the law of works brought nothing againſt Zacharias's 
walk, the law of faith brought a heavy charge againſt 
bis unbelieving heart. If this word, ſpoken by an 
angel, was ſteadfaſt, and Zacharias's tranſgreſſion 
and diſobedience thereto received a juſt recompence 
of reward; how will thoſe eſcape who obſcure and 
traduce the law of faith (which at firſt began to be 
ſpoken by the Lord), as no rule of right and wrong; 
and ſo make the kingdom of God, which ſtands not 
in word, nor in letter, but in power, in righteouſ- 
neſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, a mere 
fancy! Let theſe enemies to Antinomianilm look to 
it; leſt, after all their contention for the letter, they 
| are 
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are found doing deſpite to the Spirit of grace. For, 
althovgh they think the law of faith, in the hand of 
the Spirit, is no rule, yet fi inning againſt it is che 
great tranſgreſſion (Pfal. xix. 13); yea, it is the 
unpardonable fin. Which ſhews, that the Spirit's 
law, or law of the Spirit, is the grandeft rule, and 
the greateſt of all laws : for all other fins are pardon- 
able but this—this is the fin untd death. | 
If my reader thinks that I bear too hard upon 
them in faying they think the law of faith to be no 
rule of obedience, conſequently no law to puniſh 
the tranſgreſſors of it, let him well weigh the next 
quotation, and thoſe parts which I have put in Na- 
licks, where the moral law is brought in as the only 
rule of right and wrong; for nothing but tranſ- 
greſſing thoſe precepts is ſin, and without that no 
proceſs againſt a ſinner can be drawn; and it is only 
by that rule that a puniſhment can be inflicted : ſo 
that the hypocrite in Zion, the infidel in profeſſion, 
and the unpardonable ſinner, have nothing to fear; 
for the decalogue ſays nothing about them ; but by 
Chriſt's word ſhall thoſe be judged ; and the twelve 
apoſtles, in their teſtimony, ſhall be witneſſes end ü 
them. | 


7 


Wet, If there is #9 /aw, and, conſequently, 2 ,in, 
to a believer, why was David's eonduct with reſpect to 
Bathſheba, and Uriah the Hittite, ſo peculiatly marked, 
ſo ſtrictly /tigmatized, ſo ſeverely puniſhed ? His conduct 


in this affair, in the very nature of things, muſt be either 
"7 
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right or wrong; and none will dare to ſay it was right, be- 
cauſe it was followed by the moſt evident and unequivocal 
| proofs of divine diſpleaſure: but, if it was wrong, what 
dvs it conſtituted it ſo? It muſt, be a deviation from the rule 

of right ; - and, what can be that rule, but the moral law, 
which ſays Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt not commit 
r 5 


Axsw. T bo law of faith * * beter then This 
ſhalt not kill, Thou fhalt not commit adultery ; for it 
declares that hatred to a brother (ſuch as theſe au- 
thors bear to me) is murder; and that a laſcivious _ 
eye is adultery; and that ſuch as Maria, who will 
not work, ſhall not eat; yea, that ſuch as take no 
care for themſelves, and their own houſe, have de- 
nied the faith, and are worſe than infidels. But 
now to the quotation. Tt is well known that David 
lived under the old diſpenſation. The day had not 
broke, the ſhadows did not flee away, m his days. 
He was obliged to attend the mountains of myrrh 
and hills of frankincenſe. The children under that 
diſpenſation were like children in nonage. They 
differed little from ſervants, though lords of all; 
but were under tutors and governors until the time ap- 
pointed of the Father. Even ſo we, when we were 
children, were in bondage under the elements of the 
world, But, when the fulneſs of time was come, God 

fent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of ons. And, becauſe ye ere 
1 Ged *. ſent forth the n of his Son into your 
hearts, 
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Bearis, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art 
#0. more 4 ſervant, but a ſon—no more a ſervant un- 
der the ruling power of the law, but a ſon, by the 
Spirit of adoption, and under the reign of adopting 
grace. Gal. iv. 1—7. David did not live to ſee 
theſe jubilee days; he lived under the old diſpenſa- 
tion. The law and the prophets were until John ; but 
David: was dead before John came. Nevertheleſs, 
we will conſider David's crimes, and God's pro- 
ceeding againſt him; whether it was by the rule of 
works or by the rule of faith ; whether in the court 
of judicature or in the court of chancery ; whether 
at the bar of the law or at the mercy-ſeat. For, if 
God dealt with him according to the rule of the 
moral law, as an adulterer, he muſt be ſtoned ; and, 
as a murderer, he muſt be killed. He that does vio- 
tence to the blood of any perſon,” let him flee to the pit; 
let no man ſtay him. Shimei curſed David, and 
ſtoned him, which is going by your rule; for this 
he knew he deſerved by the law; and he expected 
that God, in juſt judgment, was going to meaſure 
the ſame to him as he had meaſured to others: The 
Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of the houſe 
of Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou haſt reigned; and the Lord 
bath delivered the kingdom into the band of Atjalom. 
Aud, behold, thou art taken in thy miſchief, becauſe 
thou art a bloody man! I he unalterable and eternal 
law was point blank againſt David, both for adultery 
and murder; and ſtoning to death was the unrepral- 
able ſentence annexed to that law. And ſurely God 

IS <p will 
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will be true to his precept, and to his threate 
for he 1s unt a man, that he ſhould lie; fe of 
man, that he fbould repent, —He is without variable- 
neſs, or ſhadow of turning. And, according to this 
vile book that I am oppoſing, the moral law was 
David's only rule of life, and God's only rule of 
judgment. And yet Abſalom dies; and not one 
ſtone hits David, not a drop of his blood is ſhed; 
repentance is granted him; he is reſtored to the fa- 
your of God, to the joys of his falvation, to his 
throne and dignity, and excellent majeſty is added 
to him. Now, let our opponents tell us, by the ten 
commandments, how God could appear juſt in all 
this, by that only rule which they contend for ; and 
whether they do not, by that only rule of God and 
man, repreſent the Moſt High in an awful point of 
light in bis proceedings with David ? But, if they 
ſay that Jeſus, David's ſurety, took his crimes upon 
himſelf, and was ſtoned and died in David's room, 
then my anſwer is, that God muſt proceed againſt 
David by ſome other rule, if he appears juſt in the 
matter, and yet juſtifies fallen David from all his 
ungodlineſs. David knew the moral rule, and 


trembled at it as much as ever 1 did, and knew he 


could never ſtand by that rule of judgment, Enter 
not into judgment with thy fervant, O Lord; far in thy 


hight ball no man living be juſtified, He knew God 
never could juſtify him, but muſt condemn him, or 
appear unjuſt, by that rule. Hence his pitiful plea, 
By CO OR good. But the ten com- 


G | mandments 
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mandments _ nothing of ſuretyſhip; they wilt have 
good hearts and good works: no evil deeds can be 
done away by that rule; no evil works can ever 
ſtand by that rule. To the ſurety of the better teſ- 
tament David fled; in a covenant relation to God 
he ſtood; and of the covenant of grace he reminded 
his Maker—Zave reſpeft to the covenant. He con- 
fidered himſelf as a new creature, and begs God to 
reſpect the work of his own hands. To the mercy- 
ſeat he fled for refuge; and pleaded the worthineſs 
of the Man of God's right-hand he Son of Man, 
made ſtrong for himſelf; who was to bear thoſe heavy 
crimes of David, which he ſays were @ ſore burden, 
too heavy for him to bear. The ceremonial law was 
David's goſpel, and through that he looked to Jeſus: 
Purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh me, 
and I ſpall be whiter than ſnow. Under the Saviour's 
wings, at the mercy-ſeat, David found his refuge 
from the wrath of the law, till all his calamities were 
overpaſſed ; and the application that Nathan made 
to David, Thou ſhalt not die, for God hath put away 
thy fin ! never came from your rule; for, by that, 
the ſoul that ſins ſhall die. God will not, cannot, 
clear the guilty by that rule. This 1: inſiſt upon; 
that, if the moral law was David's only rule of life; 
(and, if ever it was, it was in David's days, for 
Chriſt, the end of it, was not then come), and if 
the moral law was the only rule by which God pro- 
ceeded againſt David, all the world could never 
* 98 che life, nor the ſoul, of the ſweet 
EQ SLDTLRITR Y og pſalmiſt 
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pſalmiſt of Iſrael from that dreadful curſe. Nor did 
Nathan preach the parable of the ewe-lamb from the 
law; but fixed David's crime upon his conſcience, 
by enforcing the goodneſs of God to him, and his 
ungrateful returns. Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, 
T anointed thee king ever Hrael; and I delivered thee 
out of the hands of Saul; and I gave thee thy maſter's 
bouſe, and thy maſter's wives into thy: bofom 3 and gave 
thee the houſe of Iſrael and Judab; and, if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have given thee. ſuch 
and fuch things. Wherefore haſt thou deſpiſed the com- 
mandment of the Lord, to do evil in his fight ? David 
ſinned againſt both law and goſpel; he did not keep 
that commandment which Paul gave to Timothy, 
without ſpot. He ſinned not only againſt the moral 
law, but he ſinned againſt the commandment of 
life for evermore; which, he ſays, is the bleſſing 
which God commanded-on mount Zion ; and which 
commandment, David knew, was given to Chriſt 
touching him: Thou haſt given à commandment to ſave 
me. And he knew that it was a life-giving word: 
This is my comfort in my affliftion, thy word hath quick- 
ened me. And in this word he believed, or he had 
periſhed-for ever: I had fainted, unleſs I had believed: 
but Talent, * Ms Ride Meng f1 cn Um 


8 we 0d, in David, 2 ok aniking Wh rot 
of evangelical repentance, and godly ſorrow, upon the 


account of fig. He was a ſinner, but be was no Antino- 
mian. 1 


8 Aus. 


t00 FHP BROKEN GISTERN, 


Ausw. I will not fay that the authors of this 
bock are Antinotmians; but this I will ſay, that the 
book contains the worſt Antinomianiſm that I ever 
read; and is a vile and damnable harangue, both 
againſt the law, the goſpel, and the grace of: God. 
Againſt the law, becauſe it declares © The law has 
& ceaſed to exiſt, and is done away, as a covenant 
s of works.” Againſt the goſpel, becauſe © it is 
© no rule of right and wrong.” And againſt the 
grace of God, by declaring that © the new man is 
« taken captive by fin.” And, as for their men- 
' tioning evangelical repentance and godly ſorrow, 
they never experienced any thing of it; nor does 
this book give any better deſcription of it than old 
mother Shipton would have done. Beſides, what 
fignifies talking of David's repentance, godly forrow, 
and pardon of fin? Miniſters of the law ſhould 
leave theſe things to the (miniſters of the Spirit. 
Vour rule, engraven on tables of ſtone, accepts no 
repentance nor godly ſorrow; nor will it ever ſhew 
mercy, nor pardon iniquity ; it neither mentions it, 
accepts it, nor gives any information about it. Any 
ſimple perſon, who ſhould read this treatiſe, who 
has not eyes to ſee-through this maſk of hypocriſy; 
and who ſhould be informed that this pill, or bolus, 
vas prepared for me, muſt conclude that, of all the 
vretehed beings out of hell, William Huntington 
muſt be the vfleſt ſinner, the” worſt liver, and the 
moſt dangerous preacher. © What ſimple” ſoul could 
imagine that ſuch a . harangue could be 
. ds 3 levelled 
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| levelled at the everlaſting goſpel; and to blacken 
the character of a monument of mercy, and a ſub- 
ject of ſpecial grace, whoſe life and walk are con- 
ſiſtent with the meaſure of grace received, and 
whoſe miniſtry is attended with the power of God to 
hundreds, if not to thouſands? And muſt not the 
fame ſimple ſoul think, by the ſame rule, that the 
authors of ſuch a book muſt exceed- all the world 
in purity of heart and holineſs of life? None 
could ever think that ſuch a teſtimony as they have 
born againſt me could be falſe, Yet, as the Lord 
liveth, I am willing to be weighed in an even ba- 
| lance with any of them, with reſpect to beart-holi | 
neſs or good works. And, as to envying them their 
happineſs, I would not exchange my ſtate for theirs; 
no, not for a million worlds, "_—_ I am * 
named an Antinomian | | 


Quor. Faith | is the grand Bond of union between Chriſt 
and the ſouls of his people; and, therefore, we are ſaid tg 
be juſlified by faith, and ſanctified by faith. 


 Answ. This is falſe. Faith is W th ard 
bond of union; nor is it ever ſa called; for it is 
God's everlaſting love to his elect that is the hond 
of the covenant, and the bond of union; and this 
union took place not only in the purpoſe of God, 
but in Chriſt Jeſus, before ever faith was ſound upon 
earth. 7 have loved thee with an everlaſting love. 
And this love made us ane with Chriſt from eter- 
nity, It was the ſelf-moving caule in God to give 
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us life in him before the world began, and we were 
Preſerved in him; and at laſt, by the ſame love, 
drawn ſenſibly to him, and by the ſame love ſpiri- 
tually and ſenſibly united to him. It is the love of 
Father, Son, and Spirit, that is the threefold cord 
that cannot be broken. Faith is the e of this 
bond, but not the bond itſelf. Faith in us, that 
purifies the heart, is one thing; but God's eternal 
and immutable love to us, is another. When God 
is ſaid to join a man and woman together, it is done 
by mutual affections, or giving them a love to each 
other; for man hath no power over his own affec- 
tions; he cannot love whom he pleaſes. From this 
they are nominated huſband and wife in his ſight. 
Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, ſays God to 
Joſeph, But joining hands in marriage, and con- 
ſummating it, are the effects of this previous union 
in affection. So we were loved in Chriſt, and 
choſen in him, before the world was; and this love 
ſhed abroad in our hearts in time, drawing us to 
him, that we may believe on him, is our open 
eſpouſals to him. I wiſh this fooliſh girl would take 
in a little needle-work to do; and not meddle with, 
and muddle, the myſteries of Flgion, for 15 ſake 
* .ofa ee of bread. 


.Quor. Becauſe faith, as a nd, receiyes Chriſt as \the 
| juſtifying righteouſneſs of the ſoul ; and actually receives, 


out of his infinite pe, all thoſe communications of di- 
vine 1 Ke. 


ANSW, 
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Axsw. Suppoſe faith, as a Band, does this, the 
bond of God's covenant and Maria's Band widely 
differ. God's love runs through the whole family 
of heaven and earth, and holds all the takes to the 
main ſtandard of the tabernacle. But what do Ma- 
ria's hands hold? e 8e Qs HOT nor r- ai al, 7 


Prov, Xxxi. _— WAY fl, 


Qvor. So that thoſe who live and he without jg 
made partakers of vital Faith, it is evident, 1 never were 
united to Chriſt any other way. ez. RF. Pte ROS 


Answ. And though have the gift o / + 
and underſtand all myſteries „ and all knowledge ; ; and 
rhough T have all faith, fo that I could remove moun- 
tains, and have 19 charity, J am notbing. So that 
perſons never were united to Chriſt this way; for 
men may have all faith, and yet r not enjoy charity, 
or feel the bond of union. 


Quor. For all thoſe whom he has taken into union 
with himſelf, in a fœderal relation and union, by an act 
of divine ſovereignty, in the fulneſs of time he unites to 
himſelf, by implanting in their hearts vital faith, as a. di- 
vine, abiding, holy principle, by which they are CUT OFF, 
from their old ſtock, and are ingrafted into the new, the 
ring Vine. | 


Axsw. Maria abounds in myſteries; ſne peaks 
wiſdom to them that are perfect. We were inſorm- 
ed before that vital faith was the bond of union; this 
was 9 by i its being a hand to receive, righte - 
64 ; ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs to juſtify, and grace to ſanctify: but now 
Maria goes back again, and turns this Zana, and 
this receiving hand, into a ſword. For it is by vital 


faith, by this divine, this holy principle, that be- 


lie vers are cut off from the old flock, and ingrafted into 
the Vine. Maria is no gardener, nor botaniſt. We. 
read in ſcripture of grafting olive trees, but the Holy 
Ghoſt never mentions grafting vines. 


Qpor. And on this grand union with ihe Ld Chrif: 
does all ſanctification, and communion, and walking with 


God, depend, 

' Answ, All ſandtification, which is Goes ſetting 
his elect apart in eternity; and Chriſt's offering up 
himſelf upon the croſs, by which offering he for 
ever perfected them that are ſanctified; all depends 
upon Maria's bond, band, and fword, if we can but 
believe, For my part, I know 1 it is a damnable lie, 
But we muſt go on. 


Quor. It is God the Holy Ghoſt who alone can create 
this faith ! in the ſoul of a ſnner.. 


Answ. Maria's Fond, hang, and ford, is at laſt 
turned into a creature. None but the Spirit can 
create this faith; ſo that it is not the ſinner that i is 


created anew, but faith is created in him; and then 


it turns to a ford, and then to a hand, and at laſt 
to a vnd. Reader, have à little patience with me 
while I purſue theſe arthador divines, and diſcover 
ir folly, Eng 9 Wiſdom 
8 s 6 tells 
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tells thee, that ſome ſort of women have ways that 
are moveable, ſo that thou canſt not know them: I 
am ſure I do not, but yet I know that this woman 
Is not right. 


'QvoT, For, as it is impoſſible for a dead man to give 
himſelf natural life; ſo it is equally impoſſible for a dead 
ſinner, that is, a man dead in fin, to give himſelf ſpiritual 
life; that is, divine faith, | 


| Answ. Maria's bond, hand, ſword, and creature, 
are now termed ſpiritual life, for © ſpiritual life is 
divine faith ;” ſo that this created faith is divinity it< 
ſelf. We do not live by faith on Chriſt, who is our 
life; nor does Chriſt live in us according to this, 
but created faith is ſpiritual life in us. Now, reader, 
* ſhall differ from all that we have ſaid beſore. 


QuorT T, Faith cometh by bearing a bearing by the 
200d, 


Answ. In the former quotation faith was created 
in us, but now it is created out , and comes into 
us by hearing the word. Now, reader, we mult 
take another turn; and where you may find us 
next I know not; but you may depend upon it. that 
ve ſhall be ſomewhere anke. upon 7 dark 
mountains. 


Quor. Page 59. "Ye word of Ged 3 is the ford of 
the Spirit; ; and when the Holy Ghoſt takes this noble 
ard into his mighty hand, he makes it Quick and power- 

ful, 
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ſul, cutting down all oppoſition, and fully efficacious to 
the conviction, War ene * en 


of bis people. ., % 1 non b 


Answ. Now we ſee that Maria's bond, hand, 
creature, and ſpiritual life, have nothing to do with 
cutting the ſinner off from his old ſtock; for ir is. all 

done by the word of God, and not by faich created 
in us by the Spirit. In this laſt quotation Maria's 
hand has nothing to do, for thus run the words: 
The Spirit makes this ſword quick and powerful, 
* cutting down all oppoſition, and fully efficacious.” 
"That is, the r is fully efficacious to the convic- 
tion, converſion, ſanctification, and conſolation, of 
his people. The ſword that wounds, heals: con- 
'victions, ſanctifications, and conſolations, all come 
from the fame ſword: The Holy Spirit handles 
1 ſword, but holineſs and conſolation come by 
the ney Faith makes no NEO. in this 
e 


- 
. 


Quo . The gel of Fab the . did * : 
2 it was only when i it was exerciſed by the mighty: arm of 


Feanderbeg. 


Axsw. The ſword that this bed talks about 
Hobs greater works than that of Scanderbeg; his 
ſword was uſed to Kill, but this ſword brings ſancti- 
_ fication and conſolation. How does the Almighty 
.bſi nd, confound, confuſe, and Cree theſe empty 


+> S + 


the 


* 
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the church and the world; and yet holds them in 
ſuch blindneſs, as to permit them to call their ſelf- 
contradictions, and palpable lies, «A conſutation of 
* error, and unmaſking of Antinomianiſm !“ | 

As for me, I do not know that any body can 
juſtly charge me with preaching to encourage fin, © or 
ſay T have lived as an example of licentiouſneſs, or 
been in any ſenſe behind- hand in promoting and in 
ſhewing a pattern of good works; if I have, 25 them 
teſtify om > 


= Ly 


QuoT. They that are ober tobe elt with dl ar, and 
ſometimes conclude that they have »o right to rejoice in the 
liberty of the goſpel, that they are not the Lord's freemen, 
but ſtill faves to /in and Satan, ſtill under the reigning power 
of /in; and, conſequently, not partakers of Chriſt's ſalva- 
tion. Now, leſt any of theſe, oO wo the Lord would 
nit have made ſad, | 316 


# 


poet 11 they are overwhelmed "ak aide, 
and © ſlaves to fin and Satan, and “ under the reign- 
ing power of ſin,“ they have no more right to re- 
joice in the liberty of the goſpel than Satan has, who 
is reſerved in chains of darkneſs. The ſinner here 
deſcribed is overcome by Satan; and of whom a man 
is overcome, of the ſame is be brought into bondage: if 
he is, and binds himſelf to be a ſlave to ſin and Sa- 
tan, he is free from righteouſneſs. His members 
are not yielded as inſtruments of righteouſneſs, nor 
is he, nor can he be, a ſervant of righteouſneſs; he 
| holden with the cords of his lin, and Satan has the 
| maſtery 
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maſtery over him. In this quotation, a ſlave to fin 
and Satan is allowed to have © a right to rejoice in 
the liberty of the goſpel; a © ſinner overwhelm- 
« eq with diſtreſs, and . under the dominion of ſin, 
« yet the Lord would not have his heart made 
te fad,” This is, I think, rank Antinomianifm ; 
for it is encouraging raſh preſumption, encourag- 
ing a ſlave to the devil to ne in the an Pre 


goſpel. 


Qvor. Now, leſt any of theſe ſhould be Hae 2 5 
any thing contained in this treatiſe, „„ 


| | Answ, There is no fear * any real ſadneſs of 
heart enſuing upon the peruſal of this treatiſe ; for 
there is no more force, power, or edge, to this 
ſword, than there is to an eider-down quilt; it is 
calculated for nothing elſe but to bolſter up and- to 
harden hypocrites in their hypocriſy. As to God's 
people, no ſoul, that ever was enlightened and 
quickened by the Lord, would give it a fecond read- 
ing, nor even houſe-room, unleſs it be admitted into 
che water cloſet. 


Quor. I would wiſh to obſerve, that wherever fin is 
hated, not only in its conſequences and puniſhment, but in 
its nature and practice; where it is Hruggled with, fought 
againſt, prayed againſt, watched againſt, and groaned under, 
| it! hath no dominion. | 


Axsw. Is a ſinner's A frruggling, Ebi. 
watebing and groaning, of any avail in ſubduing the 
| power 
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power of ſin? Do the ſcriptures ever muſter ſuch 
a band of pi/mires as theſe to deſtroy the works of 
the devil? Here is no blood of atonement, no ſhield 
of faith, no ſin- ſubduing and ſuper· abounding grace. 
« Sin has no dominion, ſaith this book, becauſe 
it is fought againſt; watched againſt, prayed againſt, 
and groaned under. If groaned under, it muſt lie 
heavy upon the ſinner; and will, till God's ſtrength 
be made perfect in his weakneſs, and all- ſufficĩent 
grace be communicated to him. Satan reaps no 
ſmall advantage from ſuch books as theſe: he that 
eſteems iron as ſtraw, and braſs as rotten wood, who 
drove the mad Gadarene from his chains, will never 
reſuſe the challenge of this fighting ſinner, nor ſtart 
at his groans. If my reader will now obſerve, we 
ſnall find that this Precious foul, whom * the Lord 
« would not have made ſad,” who has A a right to 
« rejoice in the liberty of the goſpel,” 1 in want of 
but one thing, and that is power. 7146 


Quor. Theſe things are quite meh Abi with the 
relgning love and power of in. It may fight hard; it may 
rage deſperately; it may, for a time, play the tyrant; but, 
during this time, the ſoul, though a captive, is not a aue, 
The tyrant is dete/ed and the ſoul wants nothing but HT 
to throw off the iron yoke, „„ 


Answ. If this "IE faint has no power, he has, 
no faith, ; if deſtitute of power, the kingdom of 
God is not ſet up in his heart, for that ſtands not in 
word, but in power; and, if he is a captive to Sa- 

tan, 


aw THE BROKEN /CISTERN, 


tan, he can have no right to rejoice in the liberty of 
the goſpel: ': Captivity is as oppoſite to liberty as la- 
very; nor will any child of God be brought to be- 
lieve that Satan will ſhew ſuch lenity to his captives 
as to let them ſtand all the day idle. He that is a 
captive to the devil is a ſlave; he that is under the 
juriſdiction of that father will do the luſts of that 
father. This fancied ſaint is next ſet down with 
Paul and Job; and the promiſe of the goſpel is 
applied to him, though God has not made bare his 
arm. | REASON 5 ; | 


.. QuorT. It is evident, ſuch an one has been taught by 
Chriſt, the great Prophet, a good degree of /z//-knowledge : 
the under/landing is enlightened to ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs 
of /in, and the ſpirituality of the law of God ; and therefore 
the man cries out, with Paul I am carnal, fold under fin. 
And with Job, I am vile It is alſo evident his will is re- 
newed, and his affettions in part ſanttified, for the evil he 
Yoes he allows not, Ibid. Nay, he: hates it. 


Axsw. [YR is a man renewed in his will, and 
his affections in part ſanCtified ; and he is alſo taught 
of Chriſt, whoſe word to the heart is always attend- 
ed with power, to make the dead live, and the pri- 
ſoner go free. And yet this man has no power, for 
he cannot throw off the iron oe os 


gp Aud x he = delivered _ the very being 
of in, and from the polſi ibility of inning, it would be the 
1 of his heart, and the / Joy of his ſou]. 


Aman. 
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Axs w. Thouſands in deſpair, and on the verge 
of hell, would be glad of this, who never knew the 
grace af God, and who never will be ſaved. For, 
if a man be delivered from the #eing of ſin, he can 
have no inducement or motion to it; and, if from 
the pofibility of it, he is in no danger, conſequently 
in no fear. The ſaint's obedience is the reverſe of 
all this; he obeys God againſt the inclinations of ſelf 


and the enticements of ſin. 9 


Qvpor. If this is the habitual e we 100 mind, 
GENTLE READER, thou art one of thoſe happy ones to 
whom the promiſe declares, Sin Shall not have dominion over \ 
you, for you are not under the law, but under grace. 


Answ. There is one great difficulty which mult 
devolve upon theſe authors; and that is, to make 
this GENTLE READER, who is a captive to ſin and 
Satan, though not a flave; who, though renewed 
and ſanctified, is yet deſtitute of power to throw off 
the iron yoke I fay, it is difficult to make ſuch a 
priſoner believe that he is one of thoſe bappy ones 
(upon a level with Paul and Job) to whom the pro- 
miſe declares, that ſin ſhall not have dominion over 
him, becauſe he is not under the law, but under 
grace — ſay, to make a man believe chat he bas 
*Y right to rejoice in goſpel liberty,” when holden 
with the cords of his ſins; and that & fin has no 
* dominion over him while a captive to 1 Poe and 
that he! is © not under the law,” though he has © no 
5 power to throw off the iron yoke ;” ; and that he is 

9 55 | under 
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under grace, though no ſalvation from ſin has ever 
been applied to him: this, I ſay, muſt be difficult 
work for faith, Maria told Mr. George King that 
this /book contains Mr. Ryland's ſentiments ; and, if 
ſo, J will be bold to affirm that ſuch a faith never 
was hatched ' ere either in heaven « or _ 

but at Enfield. 3 > 


Quor. Thou art not ml the law, for Chriſt hath 
redeemed thee from it: it is dead to thee as a covenant of 
works; and thou art dead to it, that thou * be mar- 
ried to another _ | 


Answ. The Antinomianiſm which this book 
has all along reprobated; yea, the very doctrine 
that I hold, and for the preaching of which I am 
repreſented in this book as black as Satan himſelf ; 
yea, the whole of it, is advanced in this laſt quota- 
tion, only we differ with reſpect to application. Ma- 
ria applies it to them only to whom ſalvation from 
fin has never been given; , who are deſtitute of 
power, under the iron yoke, and in a ſtate of capti- 
vity to fin. Whereas I apply it to none but thoſe 
who are born again of the Spirit; who are purged 
from guilt and dead works, delivered from the reign 
of ſin, and made free by the Spirit; who are no 

more ſervants, but ſons; and not ſons of the bond- 
woman, but of the free. Thus we agree in doc- 


trine, and only differ i in x application, | This eeptive. 
In 


— 
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in his iron yoke; is farther comforted by many __ 
plications. 


Quor. And he is the God of grace: he giveth grace 
and glory. The Father hath ble Md thee with all > ary 5 
Bleſſings in Chr; N. | | 


Answ. This is another difficult each of ba 
that is, for this gentle reader to believe that he is 
bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings, while he is curſed 
with the iron yoke of bondage, in captivity to ſin, 
and deſtitute of the power of divine grace. For my - 
part, I ſhould not wonder if God were to give ſuch 
authors up to the buffetings of Satan ; ta be ſtripped 
even of their rationality for ſuch ignorant meddling, 
baſe handling, and falſely applying, the golpel, and 
the promiſes of it. 


Quvor. N n is o great an enemy to dect 
as unbelief. 


Answ. The oreateſt enemy to holineſs through- 
out this book has all along been the Antinomian, 
for not bringing the believer under the law as his 
only rule of life, He that holds not this point 
is, according to this book, the vileſt ſinner, and 
even a child of the devil. And this Antinomiang 
after all, is anbelief. He is the adverſary, and the 
greateſt enemy to heart-bolineſs ; and I think, as 
our opponents have caught unbelief, they ought 
to let Huntington go his way. If they charge un- 
| H belief 
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belief with all the crimes, then are the Shilden 
free. 


Qvor. Nathing i is ſo great an enemy to heart-holineſs 
as unbelief: Satan hates it, but he cannot rob us of i it; but 
unbelief robs us of it, or rather, prevents our receiving it. 
FAITH WORKS IT IN THE SOUL, 


Ausw. The heart-holineſs of a ſaint conſiſts in 
his ſoul being the ſeat, and his body the temple, of 
the Holy Ghoſt; as God hath ſaid—T will dwell in 
them, and walk in them, Unbelief, we are inform- 
ed, can.** rob us of this; unbelief can prevent our 
e receiving this: but faith works it in the ſoul.“ 
Unbelief, therefore, muſt be more than almighty; 
and faith, inſtead of being a work, a fruit, or a 
grace, of the Spirit, is the worker of the Spirit in 
us, for he works holineſs in the ſoul. Bleſſed be 
Almighty God, who hath opened my blind eyes to 
ſee, and breathed eternal life into my ſenſeleſs ſoul 
to feel, the operations of his Spirit, and the do- 
minion of his grace; and to ſee through the dark 
and iniquitous deſigns of ſuch authors, and ſuch 
arch deceptions, as theſe, To ſpeak without light- 
neſs, and without prejudice, I have read this book 
till my hair has moved upon my head, and my fleſh 
upon my bones to ſee perſons, ſo deſtitute of the 
common ideas of a work of grace, make ſuch ha- 
vock with facred matters, and publiſh ſuch confu- 
fion to the church and the world ! . | 


— 


Quor, 
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Qyvor. This is the will 'of God, even your ſanctiff. 
cation. | Herein is my Father glorified, 8 ye Per: much 
Fruit. 


Answ. But how can a man be holy who is a 
captive to ſin, and deſtitute of power? And how 
can he be fruitful who never was made pattaker of 
the fruits? All the applications in this 64th page 


are made to the gentle reader, who' is under the-iron 
yoke of bondage, 55 has no power to throw 


it off. 


Qyor. Should theſe pages fall into the hands of a pro- 
feſſor of religion, who can hear of Chriſt, and talk much 
about Chriſt, and the riches of his grace, and the wonders 
of his ſalvation; and yet is careleſs and indifferent whether 
he, as an individual, is made partaker of the riches of that 
grace, and the,wonders of that ſalvation, by the power of 
the Spirit; of God, e, 


Al: If theſe pages ſhould fall i into the hand 
of ſuch a profeſſor, he will not condemn this book, 
nor will this book condemn him; for there is no 
more © rich grace,” and * wondrous falvation,” in 
this book, nor deſcribed by the authors of ir, than 
fuch a profeſſor has got in him. The one is a drum, 
| the other a 7inkling cymbal, and nothing but empti- 
neſs in either. Beſides, where is the difference be- 
tween the graceleſs profeſſor laſt deſcribed, and the 
gentle reader to whom the bleſſings were applied: 3 
The former is a captive to ſin, the latter de/titute of 
Pa ; the former, no power to caſt off the iron 

H 2 yoke; 
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yoke; the latter, without the wonders of ſalvation. 
Here is no more difference between the former faint, 
and the latter hypocrite, than between my two eyes: 

they are both under the power of the devil; only 
ane is ſinking like Judas, and the other Feng | 


himſelf like Eſau. 


. 4 Who can live looſely, and allow bimſelf i in 
ſinful diſpoſitions, and ſinful practices, under the idea 
that there is no law, and conſequently, no ſin to a be- 
lever. 


Axsw. It were well if all authors had diſpoſi- 
tions and practices agreeable to their beſt words, 
How well Maria lives up to this I ſhall leave to 
God and her own conſcience, who know what ſhe 
is in works from what ſhe ſeems by words; nor ſhall 
Jever wiſh to copy after her; for then, indeed, I 
ſhould be an Antinomian both in heart and practice. 
But this I inſiſt upon, that, if the law is the be- 
liever s rule of life, by which he is to live and con- 
duct himſelf; and that he is under the precept of it, 
to obey it; and that all that is amiſs in him, or done 
- amiſs by him, is to be laid to that, rule, as the 
only rule. of right and wrong, or the only rule to 
ſnew what is ſin; and by that rule he is to be 
puniſhed for. ſin, ſin being the tranſgreſſion of no 
other law but that, according to this book — then 
I ſay that Chriſt profits nothing; that the active 
and e obedience of the Saviour is a mere 

| phantom ; z 
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chin the former not delivering the ſaint from 
the yoke of the ee nor * latter from: the 
ſentence. 
And that the peliever differs cok 6 Wy 
ner who is dead in fin; for the law is no more than 
ſuch a rule to him; it has no more than a precept 
and a ſentence for him; it is no more than a rule 
of life or a rule of conduct (which you pleaſe) to 
But, if our opponents reply, © The believer is 
ce under the law to Chriſt,” I anſwer So are all 
ſinners ; all in the fleſh are under the law. But, if 
you ſay © Not under the law to Chriſt, I anſwer, 
They are all under the law, and all are accountable 
to Chriſt. We muſt all ſtand before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt. I know of no other judge. The 
bleſſing and the curſe will be pronounced by Chriſt, 
as the only judge of quick and dead. | 
And, if the law be all this, let our apparent 
ſhew us how the law has ** ceaſed to exift as a co- 
* venant of Works” in any ſenſe; or whether it 
ever can differ from a covenant of works, ſeeing 
God doth not, will not, miniſter the Spirit by it, or 
by the works of it. 
For, if it be not a covenant of works, how can 
the reward be reckoned of debt to him that works? 
And, if it be not a covenant of works, but a 
ce law of love,” to the believer; then I aſk how a 
faint can go from the enjoyment of his liberty, from 
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the profits of Chriſt, and be entangled with it as 4 
yoke of bondage, only by ſeeking perfection by it? 

And, if the law has ceaſed to exiſt as a covenant 
of works, how it can be called a law? and whence 
its authority to govern, convince, and puniſh the 
believer; can be derived? For, if it has ceaſed to 
exiſt, who ſtood by at its exit; and ſaved the life of 
its authority? ? 

And, if the ſyſtem of faith be not a rule of te 
and wrong, according to this book, how it can be 
called a law? And how a believer can be ſaid to re- 
ceive grace for obedience thereto? And how a man 
that hears it can Be damned for his an or GE 
obedience to the goſpel? | 

And, if it be no rule to convince, and to inflict 
chaſtiſements on, a believer; how God, as a gra- 
eious father, not as an angry judge, in covenant 
love, not in the wrath of the law, can viſit the ſins 
of his children with a rod, and their iniquities with 
ſcourges, for tranſgreſſing this life-giving com- 
mandment; and yet not take the. promiſed life of 
chis commandment, nor RI the bond 
of this covenant, from them?: | 

Or, if he proceeds againſt them according to your 
rule, and the believer be under that rule ; which 
way God can appear juſt; and they eſcape eternal 
fire ? The decalogue ſays A about TIO by 
| grace. 

And, if heart-liolineſs, i in alt; be the thing you 
enforce and contend for, how you come to be ſo ig- 

Os norant 


& 4 ©» 


to give a deſcription of « one Rey _ it, conſiſtent 
either with ſcripture or experience? 

Do not you fay © Faith is created in us; and 
then aſſert that This creature works heart-holineſs 
« in us,” which is the Holy Ghoſt? © | 

Does the Spirit create faith? If fo, is not faith a 

creature? And does this creature, then, work the 
Creator in the ſinner's heart? ; 

Can any wiſe or ſober man think that any thing 
like holineſs had ever operated on a perſon that gives 
ſuch a ſcandalous deſcription of it? 

And, if you are for good works indeed and in 
truth, how came you to traduce thoſe who are fruit- 
ful, and walk in them, when yourſelves, by ocular 
demonſtration, are altogether barren in this reſpect? 

And, if you can juſtly charge the Antinomian you 
traduce with as many evils in ten years, as your own 

| conſcience can lay to your charge in ten weeks, why 
do you not publiſh his evil deeds to the world ? 
| And, if there be any one doctrine advanced in all 
this piece, that is not plainly contradicted in another 
part, let the authors ſhew me what that doctrine is, 
and where it ſtands, and I will (if God permit) res 
that it is ſo. 

And, if this is not vain Jarngling, let them ſend me 

word what the apoſtle means by thoſe words. 


| Quor. Verih, verily, ſays the Son of God himſelf, I. 
1 2y unto you, whoſoever committeth in (that is, habitually 
continues 
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continues in the love and pages of it ts the wt age 7 
in. 3 . 


Axsw. But Chriſt makes his ele free fm that 
ſervice, and ſuch are free indeed. But, if the authors, 
of this book have no more. experience than their 
gentle-reader, who is a captive to ſin; no more 
power than their bleſſed diſciple, who cannot throw. 
off the iron yoke ; no more holineſs than what their 

created faith has wrought in them; no other bond of 
union, no other ſword to cut them off from the old 
ſtock, than this new-made faith; they are on the 
old ſtock, and under a terrible maſter, to this day; 
for theſe are not the things that accompany ſalvation, - 
nor any thing like them. Theſe are nothing but 
chimeras of a diſordered brain; there is nothing of 


this to be found i in the Bible, nor in the e 
of God's children. | | 


Reader, when our opponents have given me an- 
other job of this kind, I will, if time permit, deli- 
neate this treatiſe a little more; and ſet their ſelf- 
> conttadictions againſt each other, page againſt page, | 
that thou mayeſt have a ſhort and conciſe view of 
the. productions of vain janglers, and of the judg- 
ment that appears in their goings. And of this, 
reader, be aſſured, that, if any good treaſure ever 
flows into thee, or from thee; if any real good works 
are ever performed by thee ; if ever thou art at a 
certainty with reſpect to thy ſtate, and at a point in 
. diftrinee thou muſt ow ones aol bond of 
| union. 


4 
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union than theſe authors hold forth; a better faith 
than they teach; a better hope than they exhibit ; 
more grace in heart than they in ſhew; better holi- 
neſs than they can feign; be more mighty in deeds 
than they in words ; have a better ſpirit than they can 
counterfeit, and be a better ſaint than they can 
deſcribe—or thou wilt be empty in heart, and Barren 
in life, to the day of thy * So I conclude, and 
ſo thou Rays affirm, 


THE END. 
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